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Abstract:

This study investigates the role of students’ perceptions of entrepreneurship in shaping their
reluctance to establish startup ventures. The research focuses on two core dimensions: social
capital-—encompassing influences from family, peers, and the university environment—and
entrepreneurial awareness, which reflects the depth of students’ knowledge of the
entrepreneurial field and their socio-cultural capital related to it.

A descriptive-analytical methodology was adopted, utilizing a structured questionnaire
as the primary data collection instrument, supported by interviews and participant observation.
The study sample comprised 123 third-year undergraduate students from the Faculty of Social
and Human Sciences, representing approximately 30% of the total student population (410
students) across all specializations.

The findings reveal that: Social capital significantly influences students’ entrepreneurial
decisions, often contributing to their reluctance to pursue startup initiatives; A lack of
entrepreneurial awareness hinders students from considering entrepreneurship as a viable career
path; Academic specialization plays a notable role in shaping students’ orientation toward

entrepreneurship.
Keywords: Student Perceptions, Social Capital, Entrepreneurial Awareness, Startups.
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