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Abstract:

This study revolves around the First (1119 AH / 1708 AD) and Second (1206
AH /1792 AD) Reconquests of Oran, examined through local historical sources.
The strategic location of both Oran and Mers El-Kebir granted them a detailed
description in local records, which also highlights their appeal to European
powers—particularly Spain—seeking to occupy the southern shores of the
Mediterranean. Spain achieved this goal in the early 16th century, turning Oran
into a persistent battleground between the Spanish and the Ottomans over an
extended period. Despite repeated Ottoman attempts to recapture the city, all
efforts ended in failure until Mustapha Bouchelaghem assumed authority over
the Beylik of the West. Tasked with the mission of reclaiming Oran, he
succeeded in 1119 AH / 1708 AD, thanks to the substantial support and efforts
of Dey Mohamed Bekdach. However, Algerians’ joy over this victory was
short-lived. In 1732 AD, Spain launched a campaign to retake Oran, ultimately
succeeding. Nonetheless, through the rigorous preparations and persistent efforts
led by Bey Mohamed EI-Kebir since his appointment to the Beylik of the West,
Oran was finally reconquered in 1206 AH / 1792 AD. A peace treaty was
concluded between both parties in 1791 CE, effectively ending the conflict.
Local sources, written from an internal perspective, played a crucial role in
documenting the events of these two significant reconquests. These sources are
notable for their precision in recording the chronology of events, employing
numerical data to detail military equipment, troop strength, and even casualty
figures from both sides. Furthermore, most sources concerning the second
reconquest provide comprehensive accounts of the peace negotiations, which
were held at the Dey’s Palace in Algiers—suggesting that their authors were
close to the ruling authority and thus had access to confidential information.
Keywords:

City of Oran — Mers El-Kebir — Dey Mohamed Bekdach — Bey Mustapha
Bouchelaghem — First Reconquest — Second Reconquest — Bey Mohamed El-
Kebir
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