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Abstract 

This study aims to explore the features of the Eastern Beylik of Algeria 

during the Ottoman era by analyzing the content of Dr. Thomas Shaw’s travel 

account, which is considered one of the most important European journeys to 

Algeria in the 18th century. This journey falls within the genre of travel 

literature, known for its detailed descriptions of Algerian regions, and serves as 

a unique source for understanding the political, social, and military life in the 

Eastern Beylik. The study raises a central question regarding the accuracy and 

objectivity of Shaw’s account in portraying local realities and the extent to 

which it aligns with both local and foreign historical sources. 

The study examines the geographical, administrative, economic, and social 

aspects as described by Shaw and compares them with local narratives and 

historical writings. Findings reveal that the Eastern Beylik held a strategic 

position that enabled it to play a vital role in regional trade. It also had a flexible 

administrative structure based on carefully constructed local alliances. The study 

also highlights the importance of major tribes and religious institutions (zawāyā) 

in maintaining social balance and shows that the relationship between the 

population and Ottoman authority ranged from cooperation to resistance. 

Moreover, the study emphasizes the significance of European travel 

accounts as historical sources—not as neutral documents, but as texts shaped by 

particular perceptions that require critical interpretation. Despite the external 

perspective it offers, Shaw’s travel account remains a valuable source for 

understanding the Ottoman period in Algeria, especially when studied alongside 

local contexts and comparative sources. 

 

Keywords: 

Eastern Beylik, Ottoman era, Thomas Shaw, travel literature, 

administrative organization, tribes, zawāyā, European perceptions, social 

history, 18th-century Algeria. 


