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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the nature of Algerian-French relations during the
reign of Dey Hussein (1818-1830), a critical period in Algerian history that witnessed major
transformations leading up to French intervention and the fall of Ottoman sovereignty in
Algeria. The research explores the evolution of these relations from both political and
economic perspectives, revealing that while they initially developed in a climate of
cooperation and mutual respect—particularly in trade and diplomacy—they gradually

deteriorated due to conflicting interests and the growing colonial ambitions of France.

The study highlights how Algeria’s internal crises, including political weakness and
economic decline, paved the way for increasing French influence, especially through trade
privileges and the role of Jewish merchants such as the Bakri and Busnach families, who
came to dominate the Algerian economy. Furthermore, it emphasizes the critical role of the
debt crisis in souring bilateral relations, eventually culminating in the "Fan Incident" of 1827,
which France used as a pretext for imposing a naval blockade and launching its military
campaign. The study concludes that the French occupation of Algeria was not the result of a
spontaneous event, but rather the outcome of a long process of internal decay and calculated

external pressure.

Keywords: Algeria, France, Dey Hussein, political relations, economic relations, debt crisis,

Fan Incident.



