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Summary:

The principle of criminal legality states that no crime or punishment can exist
without prior legal provision. It ensures individuals are only prosecuted under laws
that are clear, written, and in force before the act occurs. This principle protects
against arbitrary power and reinforces legal certainty. Judges are restricted from
punishing acts not explicitly defined as crimes. Retroactive application of criminal
laws is prohibited. Proper application requires precise and unambiguous legislative
language. When restricted, broad judicial interpretations or vague laws can erode
legal safeguards. Legal certainty and predictability are central to upholding justice.
The principle limits state authority and supports constitutional oversight. Ultimate-
ly, it strengthens the rule of law in criminal justice systems.

Keywords: Principle of Legality, Criminal Law, Non-retroactivity, Legal Certain-
ty, Judicial Interpretation, Individual Freedoms, Criminal Statutes, Legislation,
Punishment, Legal Provision.
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