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This study addressed the topic of power and society in Tunisia during
the 18th and 19th centuries, shedding light on the relationship between
them and the impact of power on societal institutions and economic
institutions. During this period, the ruling system in Tunisia was subject
to absolute power, where the Bey enjoyed broad powers without legal

or regulatory restrictions.

The study began by examining the relationship between power and
society, showing that power played a crucial role in shaping Tunisian
society. Political, social and economic decisions were directed by the
ruler and there was no effective participation of society in making

public decisions.

Then the spotlight was on the impact of power on societal institutions
in Tunisia. Despite the existence of some traditional social institutions
such as religious shrines and zawiyas, power intervened in shaping these
institutions and directing them according to its political and economic

goals.

Finally, the impact of power on economic institutions in Tunisia was
reviewed. Power exercised strong control over the economic sector and
directed economic policies according to its own interests. There was
direct government intervention and control over key economic

resources.

Despite the dominance of power and its great influence, Tunisia has
witnessed important developments in recent decades towards achieving
democracy and balancing powers. A new constitution was adopted and
free elections were organized and power was transferred peacefully,

which enhanced the role of society in decision-making.

Ao



However, major challenges remain for Tunisia in enhancing human
rights, strengthening the rule of law, achieving comprehensive
development and social justice. This requires effective participation of
society in making public decisions and enhancing transparency and

accountability.

In summary, it can be said that power and society in Tunisia during the
18th and 19th centuries were characterized by the superiority of power
and its great influence on society, its institutions and economy.
However, Tunisia has witnessed positive developments in recent
decades towards achieving balance and enhancing the role of society in
decision-making. Major challenges remain for Tunisia in its quest for

democracy, comprehensive development and social justice.
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