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Study Summary:

The issue of slavery was one of the key factors that governed Algerian-
European relations during the Regency period. The phenomenon of naval

jihad, or piracy as referred to by European sources, was a reaction to
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European attacks and threats, as well as the enslavement of Muslims. The

main findings of this research are:

« Increase in Naval Power and Its Impact on European Captives: The
growth of the Algerian navy and its extent of control had a significant
impact on the number of European captives, with fluctuations in their
numbers over time.

« Impact of Captives on Algerian-European Relations: The issue of
captives emerged as a significant point in the negotiations and
discussions between Algeria and Europe, greatly affecting relations
between the two parties.

« Positive and Negative Effects of Captives: Captives had both positive
and negative effects. The positive impact was seen in the substantial
profits from ransoms, while the negative impact was the alliance of
European countries against Algeria.

« Captives as a Factor of Reconciliation: The issue of captives also
served as a factor of rapprochement, as observed in relations with
Spain. After 1671, there were exchanged messages between the two

parties, leading to a new phase in Algerian-Spanish relations starting

from 1768.

Keywords: Slavery, naval jihad, piracy, Algerian-European relations,

captives, ransom, international tensions, France, Spain, military campaigns.
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