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Arabic historiography trends in the age of almohad's state

Preamble

During the sixth Hijri century, the Maghreb ( Morroco) and AL-
Andalus ( Ibiria) lands had seen great religious and political changes
based on religious reforms. In those territories, where the Almohads’
state was founded (515 AH- 668 AH) and its rule affected life
positively especially in politics and made people more civilised. In
addition to that, they faced and fought the Christians in Iberia
(Andalus) in which they changed defeats and victories in many
battles, the most famous battles were : The Battle of Sagrajas (479
AH - AD 23 October 1086 ), also called Zalaca or Zallaga, Battle of
Alarcos (591 AH - AD July 18, 1195 ) and The Battle of Las Navas de
Tolosa, known in Arab history as the Battle of Al-Ugab ( 609 AH-AD
16 July 1212 ) and others . Without doubts, the history of the
Maghreb and Andalus is considered as a very important era in the
Islamic history. That’s why many scholars ( historians ) cared about
memorising and preserving this valuable heritage and leading
experiences.

The great scientific renaissance flourished and developed at the
time of Almohads al-Muwahhidun), but its beginnings were
established during the days of Almoravides (Al-Murdbitin) and the
The Hammadids. When El Mahdi lbn Toumert declared his
puritanical movement, he wanted to reach a farther goal than his
predecessors which was the renewal and reforming of religion. That’s
why, Almohads needed to study too much and expand their
knowledge.and all sciences that depended on transfer of knowledge
or mental thinking, were hightly linked to the religious call of
Almohads than the one of the Moravides.

One of the most significant features of the Muhades (Almohads
)period is the flourishing of the sciences and knowledge in general.
The scientific picture of the Islamic Maghreb was established
completely thanks to the belief of the state. Also, they offered more
freedom than Almoravides did.



Because of the political unification which gathered between the
Maghreb and Andalus, it was a great help to the development and
flourishing of many cultural and intellectual sides until the end of
Almohads era. Also, that union helped many to make the journey ( to
travel seeking for science ) from and to Andalus. Because, at that
time, it was considered as one of the greatest chiefdom (university)
where it was found all kinds of lectures with their narrations and
references.

Also, we clarified the geographical borders and its natural features
because it was there all the cultural and intellectual life had occurred

The purpose of this dissertation is to expose the most important
knowledge incident and give a preview about the life of scholars
during Almohads era. Next, it aims to show their cultural and civilized
contribution which they presented it through their books,
biographies and lifestyle to the following generations.

The resources which studied the Muhades’ State did not clarify its
cultural side. But, it helped us to study this thought, idea and its
chronological connections. In other words, we took a clear general
picture connected historically about the most important events and
its relations with the personalities whom contributed in the cultural
life. Although, these references in general studied the political and
military events, it gives us ( logically) valuable information about the
sufferance of some (religious) scholars and the oppression that they
faced from some rulers. Among these references there are: News of
Mehdi Ben Toumert and the beginning of the State of Muhades
(Abou Bakr Ben Ali El Sanhadji ) .It is one of the most important
resources which studied in details about the biography of EL MEHDI
and his beginning in the Maghreb , and its the only book that
contemporised the call of EL MEHDI. Also, one of the rich and
important references with the intellectual and cultural sides is the
book The Admirer in Summarized Maghreb’s News (Abdewahed EL
Marrakechi ) . it is a necessary book to study the period of the
Muhades because its author grew up during that era and he lived
many of its events. This book was written during the rule of Youcef



the 2™ . Despite the fact that, this book studied the Muhades era
politically with a shallow vision and its was based on the private and
weak memory of its author, it serves the research with the
mentioning of the contribution of the rulers ( khaliphs )in the cultural
and intellectual life. Also, it is a valuable literary reference because it
brought many poems from which we could evaluate the culttral level
in that era.

Then, we studied one another essential historical reference which
is - the Amazing Story of the History of al-Andalus and Maghreb) (
Ibn Idhari Marrakechi still alive in 712 AH - AD 1312 ) in the forth
chapter (discovered lately) which is about the Muhades , it gives us a
clear and detailed image about the political situations of the
Muhades’ State and the biography of some caliphs / khaliphs. Then,,
it presented some literary and intellectual signs which they were a
great help to us. But, there is something that should be mentioned
which is some distortion in few poems, mainly was due to the scribes
( copyists ). Also, it helped us greatly with its preface because of its
military and political character.






