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Abstract:

This qualitative study focused on evaluating the impact of changes in the curriculum, specifically
the inclusion of English language and physical education in primary school, on the performance
of Arabic language teachers. The study was conducted in two primary schools in Ghardaia: Ibn
Ibrahim Primary School and Aisha Umm Al-Mu'minin Primary School. The study shed light on
the journey of the dynamic educational system in Algeria, starting from the spread of education
before the French occupation until recent reforms. It explored the teaching methods of the Arabic
language, the language of the Holy Quran, and the inclusion of English language and physical
education, acknowledging their role in comprehensive education. The concept of job
performance was examined, exploring its essential elements and the theories that explain it.

The study relied on observation and interview tools, focusing on teachers' performance and
interaction, and the impact of changes on the educational environment. It explored teachers'
experiences and perspectives on lesson preparation, professional pressures, and adaptation to
changes. The main study sample included around 20 teacher samples, divided between the two
schools, with 10 samples from Ibn Ibrahim Primary School and 10 samples from Aisha Umm Al-
Mu'minin Primary School.

The study employed two methodologies: the qualitative approach, which allowed an
understanding of teachers' perspectives and experiences through interviews and observation,
revealing the challenges and successes they faced and how they adapted to the curriculum
changes; and the descriptive approach, which provided a detailed description of the
geographical, human, and temporal scope of the study, defined the educational context,
explained practices and impacts within classrooms, and helped document procedures and
processes related to curriculum changes.

The results and observations related to the study were derived, and the study hypotheses were
tested. The findings included the following:

- The first hypothesis, "employing new teachers helped alleviate some pressures,” was
supported, although most veteran teachers expressed dissatisfaction with the available time
for lesson preparation.

- The second hypothesis, "including English language and physical education raises the
student's educational attainment level,"" received mixed opinions. Some saw no direct
impact, while others believed that reducing the Arabic language content had a negative
effect on achievement.

- The third hypothesis, "establishing both languages increases the job performance of
Arabic language teachers,” found that employment partially contributed to alleviating
pressures, but new challenges emerged regarding the distribution of class periods and
balancing social and professional life.

- The study included recommendations, such as reviewing the distribution of instructional
hours for subjects to ensure a healthy balance between teachers’ social and professional
lives, considering the necessary time for effective lesson preparation, especially with
multiple subjects taught, and reassessing schedules and class period distribution to
alleviate pressures associated with completing curricula.

Keywords: educational system, academic achievement, curricula, job
performance, professional pressures.
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