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Abstract in

This study, titled “The Status of the Beylik of the West during the Ottoman Era: An
Analytical Study in Light of the Manuscript ‘Tulii* Sa ‘d al-Sa ‘ud’ by Ibn ‘Udah al-
Mazart”, aims to make a pioneering scholarly contribution to understanding the
political, administrative, and social structures of the Beylik of the West—one of the
most critical provinces of the Ottoman Empire in North Africa—between the
sixteenth century and the onset of French colonization in 1830. The research is
grounded in the original manuscript Tulii* Sa ‘d al-Sa ‘ud by the Ottoman historian
Ibn ‘Udah al-Mazari, serving as its primary source, supplemented Dby
complementary Arabic and European secondary sources within an integrated
methodological framework combining historical-political analysis, historical
sociology, and critical manuscript studies.

Chapter One provides a geographical and historical introduction to the Beylik of
the West, establishing its strategic position as a vital link between the Maghreb al-
Awsat and the Mediterranean, elucidating the etymology of its name, and
reconstructing its identity as a semi-autonomous administrative entity within the
Ottoman provincial system, emphasizing its role as a key defensive and commercial
hub. Chapter Two examines major events that shaped the region’s trajectory:
recurrent Spanish military campaigns, the pivotal role of the Makhzen tribes in
stabilizing local governance, and the emergence of Bayler Mustafa Bouchelaghem
as a rare model of localized leadership balancing loyalty to Istanbul with the

imperatives of regional autonomy.
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Chapter Three constitutes the analytical core of the study, reconstructing the
historiography of Oran’s liberation across three phases: first, the pre-liberation
period (1516—-1708), under Spanish occupation; second, the two liberation
campaigns (1708 and 1792), which marked decisive shifts in regional power
dynamics through alliances between Oftoman forces and local Zawiya and
Makhzen networks; third, the post-liberation era (1792—1830), characterized by
institutional revitalization, naval reassertion, economic reintegration with Europe,
and the gradual encroachment of French colonial interests culminating in the 1830
conquest.
Through rigorous manuscript editing and contextual analysis, this study
demonstrates that the Beylik of the West was not a peripheral frontier but a
dynamic center of cultural and political contestation, fostering innovative hybrid
governance models that reconciled Ottoman allegiance with local socio-economic
realities. It reveals a complex interplay between internal actors—itribes, Sufi orders,
merchants, and ruling elites—and external pressures from Spain, France, and
Portugal, thereby proposing a multidimensional interpretative model that integrates
state, society, economy, and culture, moving beyond the simplistic “colonial
resistance” binary prevalent in Algerian historiography.
Finally, the study affirms that Tulii* Sa ‘'d al-Sa ‘id is far more than a chronicle of
events; it is a living archive of collective memory that reorients the narrative of
modern Algerian history, rehabilitates written heritage as a foundational source for
national identity, and calls for systematic policies to document, edit, and publish
neglected manuscripts as pillars of a more accurate, inclusive, and nuanced
historiography.
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