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Abstract

. This research, entitled “The Role of the Press Correspondent in Local Development —
A Comparative Analytical Study of Public and Private Media Correspondents in
Ghardaia Province”, explores the interactive relationship between local media and
development efforts. The press correspondent is considered a key actor in conveying
citizens’ concerns, monitoring development projects, highlighting both achievements
.and shortcomings, and thus acting as a vital link between society and local authorities

The study addressed a central research question: How do press correspondents in
Ghardaia contribute to addressing and highlighting issues of local development? And
what are the main differences between public and private media in this regard? To
answer these questions, the research adopted an analytical method to examine the
content and dimensions of media coverage, and a comparative method to identify
differences between public and private media in dealing with development issues. Data
.collection tools included content analysis, observation, and semi-structured interviews

The findings revealed that public media focused mainly on government programs and
official projects, emphasizing statistics and officials’ statements, while private media
paid greater attention to citizens’ daily concerns and gave more space to their opinions
and criticisms. The effectiveness of correspondents was found to depend on several
factors, notably professional independence, specialized training, and institutional
.support

The study concludes that strengthening the role of press correspondents in local
development requires granting them more independence and adequate resources, enabling
them to provide objective and comprehensive local journalism that promotes transparency,
encourages community participation, and effectively supports development projects in
Ghardaia according to its cultural and social specificities
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