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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the role of regional trade agreements, particularly the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area (GAFTA), in facilitating intra-regional trade and enhancing Arab economic
integration. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to assess the reality of trade
exchange under these agreements, focusing on implementation challenges and their impact on the
movement of goods and services. The findings revealed that these agreements have partially
contributed to reducing tariff barriers and improving the flow of goods between some Arab
countries. However, weak implementation of their provisions has limited their effectiveness. The
study also showed that intra-Arab trade remains marginal compared to the total foreign trade of
Arab states, with a lack of legislative frameworks supporting trade in services. Additionally, high
trade costs and the misalignment of national regulations pose major obstacles to regional
cooperation in this field.

Keywords:

Regional trade agreements - Intra-Arab trade - Arab economic integration - Tariff barriers - Trade
facilitation.
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