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Course Description:

Course Description This course explores the American historical period from the
Revolution, through the Civil War, and into the Reconstruction era. It examines major
events, key figures, and societal changes that shaped American history during this

pivotal period.

Course Objectives

Understand the causes and effects of the American Revolution

Analyze the impact of the Civil War on American society

Examine the challenges and changes during the Reconstruction era

Evaluate primary sources related to the historical period

Grading Policy
TD:
« Class Participation: 20% Assignments: 30%
Final Exam:
e Essay based exam: 50%
Course Coverage

The course will cover the American historical period from the Revolutionary War
to the Reconstruction era, exploring significant events, influential figures, and
societal dynamics.
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Chapter One: The American Revolution: A Turning

Point in History



Introduction

The American Revolution, spanning from 1775 to 1783, was a defining moment in the history
of the United States. This part aims to explore the causes, events, and consequences of the American
Revolution, shedding light on its significance not only for American landscape but also for the
world at large. Examining how the ideals of freedom, equality, and rights inspired the colonists to
revolt against British rule, ultimately leading to the establishment of an independent nation.
Furthermore, through the lecture outline above, we will delve into the socio-political, economic,
and military aspects of the revolution, the key figures and battles, will be discussed, along with an
exploration of the impact of the American Revolution on subsequent political developments and its

long-term influence on other revolutions around the world.

Course Description:

This course provides an in-depth exploration of the American Revolution, focusing on the

events, key figures, and impact of this pivotal period in American history.
Course Objectives:
« Understand the political, social, and economic factors that led to the American Revolution
e Analyze the major events and battles of the American Revolution

o Evaluate the impact of the American Revolution on the development of the United States



I.  Causes of the American Revolution
The American Revolution, also known as the War of Independence, was a significant period
in American history that took place between 1775 and 1783. It marked the culmination of tensions
between American colonists and the British government, ultimately resulting in the establishment

of the United States as an independent nation.

In the decades leading up to the Revolution, there were growing tensions between the
American colonies and the British Empire. The colonists, who were mainly of English descent, had
established themselves as thriving communities with their own local governments and economies.
However, they were still subject to British taxation and laws, which many found increasingly

burdensome.

In 1765, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act, imposing taxes on a variety of legal and
commercial documents. This sparked widespread protests and resistance, with colonists arguing
that they should not be taxed without their consent. This sentiment was further fueled by other
British policies, such as the Townshend Acts and the Tea Act, which were seen as attempts to assert

British control over the colonies.

Tensions escalated even further in 1774 when the British Parliament passed the Intolerable
Acts, a series of punitive measures that were aimed at punishing the people of Boston for their role
in the Boston Tea Party. These acts included shutting down the port of Boston, restricting town

meetings, and allowing British officials accused of crimes in the colonies to be tried in England.

In response to these acts and the overall sense of British oppression, representatives from the

American colonies convened the First Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1774. They issued a



list of grievances, urged colonists to boycott British goods, and began organizing militias to defend

their rights.

The situation came to a head in April 1775 when British troops marched to confiscate colonial
arms stored in Concord, Massachusetts. As the British soldiers faced armed resistance from colonial

militias at the battles of Lexington and Concord, the American Revolution officially commenced.

Over the course of the next eight years, the American Revolution was characterized by a series
of battles and conflicts, both on land and at sea. The Continental Army, led by General George
Washington, fought against the well-trained British army. The American forces faced numerous
challenges, including shortages of supplies and an often-unreliable militia system, but they were

able to gain significant support from the French, who entered the war on the American side in 1778.

Figure 1: Age of Revolution: American Revolution (1775 - 1783)
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Source:

The turning point of the war came in 1781 when American and French forces trapped the
British army under General Cornwallis at Yorktown, Virginia. After a prolonged siege, Cornwallis

surrendered, effectively ending major hostilities in the war.


http://historyworldsome.blogspot.com/2013/12/american-revolution-1775-1783.html

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris was signed, officially recognizing the United States as an
independent nation. The American Revolution had ended, and the new nation began the process of
building its own government and institutions. The ideals of liberty and individual rights that
emerged from the Revolution would have a lasting impact on American society as the new nation

sought to establish itself as a republic.

1. Colonial Grievances and Resentment
During the American Revolution, there were several colonial grievances and resentments that
pushed the rebellion against British rules. These grievances can be categorized into various aspects

mentioning the followings:

1.1. Taxation without Representation
One of the main grievances was the imposition of taxes from the part of the British
government on the colonies without their consent. The Sugar Act, Stamp Act, and Townshend Acts
were seen as unfair and oppressive, as colonial representatives had no say in passing these laws.

This led to the famous slogan: “No taxation without representation.”

The British government imposed stringent trade regulations on the colonies, such as the
Navigation Acts, which limited their ability to trade with other nations and forced them to rely on
Britain for goods. This stifled the economic growth of the colonies and created resentment towards

British control over their economy.

The presence of British troops in the colonies, following the end of the French and Indian War,
created tension and resentment among the colonists. The Quartering Act required local authorities
to provide food and accommodations for British soldiers, often without compensation. This was

seen as a violation of their rights and further eroded their trust in British rule.



The colonists felt that their voices were not being heard in British politics and that their
interests were being ignored. Colonial legislatures were often dismissed or overruled by the British
government, which created a sense of powerlessness and fed the growing resentment against British

rule.

The British government implemented policies that were seen as infringing on the civil liberties
of the colonists. These included the suspension of local assemblies, restriction on freedom of the
press, and the imposition of military rule through acts like the Quartering Act and the Intolerable

Acts. These measures were met with strong opposition and eager the desire for independence.

Overall, a combination of economic, political, and social grievances and resentments
contributed to the outbreak of the American Revolution. The colonists’ belief in their rights as
Englishmen clashed with what they perceived as oppressive British rule, leading to a desire for

independence and the eventual formation of the United States of America.

1.2. Taxation and Policies Acts Before the American Revolution
As it has been stated before, taxation played a significant role in shaping the events leading up
to the American Revolution. In order to understand its impact, we must examine the taxation
practices that existed in the American colonies prior to their fight for independence.

During the 17" and 18™ centuries, the British Empire imposed various forms of taxation on the
American colonies. One of the most notable acts was the Sugar Act of 1764. The latter aimed at
raising revenue by placing duties on imported sugar and other goods. Then, it was followed by the
Stamp Act of 1765, which required colonists to purchase special stamped paper for legal
documents, newspapers, and even playing cards.

These acts were met with widespread opposition from the colonists. They argued that, as British

subjects, they should have representation in the British Parliament to have a say in the taxes imposed
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upon them. This resulted to the famous slogan “No taxation without representation,” which became
a rallying cry for the colonists’ discontent.

Moreover, the Townshend Acts of 1767 further galvanized the conflict, as the aforementioned
legislations imposed taxes on imported goods such as glass, lead, paint, and tea. In response, the
colonists organized boycotts of British goods and engaged in acts of civil disobedience. The
tensions between the colonists and the British government continued to escalate.

The pivotal event that marked a turning point in the colonial resistance was the Boston Tea
Party in 1773. In protest against the Tea Act, which granted a monopoly to the British East India
Company, colonists disguised as Native Americans boarded British ships and dumped chests of tea
into the Boston Harbour, the action considered as of defiance further fuelled the flames of
revolution.

The British government, under pressure to assert its authority, responded with harsh measures.
The Coercive Acts, also known as the Intolerable Acts, were passed in 1774. These acts closed the
port of Boston, restricted town meetings, and allowed British officials accused of crimes to be tried
in England rather than the colonies, which in turns united the colonists against British rule.
Consequently, as tensions reached a boiling point, the First Continental Congress was convened in
1774, and representatives from twelve of the thirteen colonies gathered to discuss their grievances
and plan a coordinated response. It was during this congress that the idea of independence began to
take hold.

To conclude, taxation played a crucial role in the events leading up to the American Revolution.
The various acts imposed by the British government without colonial representation augmented the
colonists’ desire for independence. The resistance and protests against these taxes eventually led to

the formation of the early version of the United States of America.



1. Enlightenment Ideas and Philosophical Influences
The American Revolution marked the birth of a new nation and the beginning of a radical
transformation in the way people thought about government, society, and individual rights. One of
the key factors that influenced the American Revolution was the spread of Enlightenment ideas and

the philosophical principles that emerged during this period.

The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, was a philosophical and intellectual
movement that swept across Europe in the 17" and 18" centuries. It emphasized reason, science,
and individualism, challenging the authority of traditional institutions such as the monarchy and the
church. Many of the ideas that emerged during the Enlightenment had a profound impact on the

American Revolution and the formation of the United States.

One of the central ideas of the Enlightenment was the concept of natural rights. Enlightenment
thinkers, such as John Locke, believed that all individuals possessed certain inherent rights,
including the right to life, liberty, and property. These rights were not granted by the government
or any other authority but were considered to be natural and inalienable. The American colonists,
inspired by these ideas, argued that they had the right to govern themselves and to be free from the

tyranny of the British monarchy.

Another influential idea of the Enlightenment was the concept of social contract theory.
According to this theory, individuals enter into a social contract with their government, giving up
some of their freedoms in exchange for protection and the preservation of their rights. However, if
the government fails to uphold its end of the contract, the people have the right to revolt and
establish a new government. This idea of the social contract was strongly embraced by the
American revolutionaries, who believed that the British government had violated their rights and

therefore justified their rebellion.



The Enlightenment also promoted the idea of religious tolerance and freedom of thought. Many
Enlightenment thinkers, such as Voltaire and Thomas Jefferson, advocated for a separation of
church and state and the elimination of religious persecution. These ideas influenced the American
Revolution and led to the inclusion of religious freedom in the First Amendment of the United

States Constitution.

In addition to these key ideas, the Enlightenment also introduced scientific reasoning and
empiricism as methods for understanding the world. Enlightenment thinkers emphasized the
importance of observation, experimentation, and logical reasoning in the pursuit of knowledge. This
scientific approach had a significant impact on the development of American society, encouraging

innovation, progress, and the pursuit of truth.

The Enlightenment ideas and philosophical influences during the American Revolution had an
impact in shaping the values and principles of the newly formed United States. The belief in natural
rights, the social contract, religious tolerance, and scientific reasoning all contributed to the
foundation of American democracy and the ideals of freedom and equality. As such, it is important
to understand and appreciate the Enlightenment ideas and philosophical influences that shaped the
American Revolution. By studying these concepts, we gain insight into the motivations and

aspirations of the revolutionaries and the enduring legacy they left behind.

4. The Role of Prominent Revolutionary Leaders
Throughout The tumultuous period of the American Revolution period, several prominent
revolutionary leaders emerged, each playing a crucial role in shaping the course of the revolution.
In this part, we will explore the lives and contributions of some of these remarkable individuals.

4.1. George Washington
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George Washington, the first President of the United States, was also a key figure in the
American Revolution. Known for his leadership skills and strategic thinking, Washington led the
Continental Army against the British forces. His determination and resilience were instrumental in

securing victory for the American colonies.

Figure 2: Portrait of George Washington

Source: George Washington, Founding Father, Leader of the Continental Army, First

President of the United States (americanhistorycentral.com)

4.2. Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson, a Founding Father and the principal author of the Declaration of

Independence, played a significant role in shaping the ideals of the American Revolution. His
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eloquent writing and philosophical beliefs laid the foundation for the principles of liberty and

equality that the revolution sought to achieve.

Figure 3: Portrait Thomas Jefferson

Source: Biography of Thomas Jefferson, Third U.S. President (thoughtco.com)

4.3. Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin was not only a renowned scientist and inventor but also a diplomat and
statesman. His diplomatic efforts were vital in gaining support from other nations, particularly
France, during the American Revolution. Franklin’s contributions helped secure crucial alliances

that ultimately led to the success of the revolution.
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Figure 4. Benjamin Franklin

Source: Benjamin Franklin Biography - Facts, Childhood, Family Life & Achievements

(thefamouspeople.com)

4.4. John Adams

John Adams, the second President of the United States, was an influential figure during the
American Revolution. He played a crucial role in advocating for independence and was one of the
key drafters of the Declaration of Independence. Adams' dedication to the cause and his

commitment to democratic principles made him a significant leader of the revolution.
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Figure 5. John Adams

Source: John Adams - Search Images (bing.com)

4.5. Alexander Hamilton

Alexander Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers, was a brilliant thinker and influential figure
in the American Revolution. As the first Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton played a vital role in
shaping the economic policies of the newly formed United States. His contributions laid the

groundwork for the nation's financial stability.
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Figure 6. Alexander Hamilton

Source: Alexander Hamilton: Father of America's Economy - History (historyonthenet.com)

4.6. Abigail Adams

Abigail Adams, the wife of John Adams, also played an essential role during the American
Revolution. She was an advocate for women's rights and a staunch supporter of independence.
Through her letters and writings, Adams provided valuable insights into the struggles and

aspirations of women during this transformative period.
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Figure7; Abigail Adams

Source: The Portrait Gallery: Abigail Adams (allencbrowne.blogspot.com)

To sum, these are just a few examples of the many prominent revolutionary leaders who played
significant roles in the American Revolution. Each leader brought unique skills, perspectives, and
contributions that helped shape the course of history. By studying their lives and legacies, we gain
a deeper understanding of the sacrifices and achievements of those who fought for the freedom and

independence we enjoy today.

Il.  The event of American revolution

1. The First Continental Congress
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The First Continental Congress was a significant event in the history of the American
Revolution. It played a crucial role in uniting the colonies and laying the foundation for the fight

against British rule. Let us delve into the key details and outcomes of this historic congress.

In response to the oppressive measures imposed by the British Parliament, delegates from
twelve of the thirteen colonies gathered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in September 1774. Georgia
was the only colony that did not send representatives. The primary goal of the congress was to
address the grievances of the colonies and find a peaceful resolution to the growing tensions with

Britain.

During the First Continental Congress, the delegates engaged in intense discussions and
debates. In doing so, they represented a diverse group of individuals, including lawyers, merchants,
planters, and farmers. Despite their differences, they were united in their desire for liberty and fair
treatment. One of the key achievements of the congress was the creation of the Continental
Association which called for a complete boycott of British goods, aiming to put economic pressure
on Britain and force them to address colonial grievances. The delegates also drafted a petition to
King George 11, expressing their concerns and requesting the restoration of their rights as British

subjects.

Gradually, while the congress hoped for a peaceful resolution, they also recognized the
importance of preparing for potential conflicts. They encouraged the colonies to form militias and
stockpile weapons and ammunition as they endorsed the idea of a Second Continental Congress in

case their efforts for reconciliation failed.

The First Continental Congress lasted for fifty-six days, concluding in October 1774. It marked

a significant step towards colonial unity and resistance against British tyranny. The congress served
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as a springboard for future revolutionary actions and set the stage for the American colonies to

declare independence from Britain.

It is important to note that the First Continental Congress did not immediately lead to
independence. Its primary objective was to address grievances and seek redress from Britain.
However, it laid the groundwork for the subsequent events that eventually led to the Declaration of

Independence and the birth of the United States of America.

To recapitulate, the First Continental Congress was the first threshold in the American
Revolution. Through their discussions, resolutions, and acts, the delegates set in motion a series of
events that would ultimately lead to the establishment of an independent nation. Understanding the
significance of this congress is crucial in comprehending the struggles and sacrifices made by the

founding fathers to secure the freedoms of Americans today.

2. The Battle of Lexington and Concord

The Battle of Lexington and Concord was a pivotal event in the American Revolutionary War.
It took place on April 19, 1775, in the towns of Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts. This battle
marked the beginning of the war, as well as the first military engagement between the British and

the American colonists.

The struggles between the American colonists and the British government had been escalating
for years. The colonists were growing increasingly frustrated with British policies and taxation
without representation. The British government, on the other hand, wanted to maintain control over

the American colonies.

In the early morning of April 19, 1775, British troops set out from Boston to seize a cache of
weapons and ammunition that the colonists had hidden in Concord. However, their movements
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were not a secret, as the colonial militias had been closely monitoring the situation. Paul Revere
and other riders had spread the alarm, warning the colonists that the British were coming. As the
British troops approached Lexington, they encountered a group of colonial militia known as the
"Minutemen.”" These Minutemen, led by Captain John Parker, were determined to defend their
rights and were prepared to fight. The British commander ordered the colonists to disperse, but they
refused. Shots were fired, and several colonists were killed. This was the first exchange of gunfire

between the two sides.

After the skirmish in Lexington, the British continued their march toward Concord. However,
the colonial militias had mobilized, and by the time the British arrived, they found themselves
facing a much larger and determined force. The British soldiers were outnumbered and
outmanoeuvred. At the North Bridge in Concord, a fierce battle broke out between the British and
the colonial militias. The colonists successfully defended the bridge and forced the British to retreat.
This was a significant victory for the American colonists, as it demonstrated their ability to stand

up against the powerful British army.

The Battle of Lexington and Concord had far-reaching consequences. It galvanized the
colonists’ resolve to fight for their independence, and it inspired others to join the cause. The battle
also led to the formation of the Continental Army, with George Washington appointed as its

commander-in-chief.

In conclusion, the Battle of Lexington and Concord was a crucial moment in American history.
It ignited the flames of revolution, and it set the stage for the long and challenging war that would

ultimately lead to the birth of the United States of America.

3. The Declaration of Independence
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The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in American history.
It was written in 1776 by a committee of five men, including Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and
Benjamin Franklin. This document declared the thirteen American colonies as independent states
and outlined the reasons for their separation from British rule. Let's explore the fascinating story

behind the Declaration of Independence and its significance.

The Declaration of Independence consists of three main parts: the Preamble, the List of
Grievances, and the Conclusion. In the Preamble, Jefferson eloquently lays out the principles of
government and the importance of individual rights. The List of Grievances details the colonists'
complaints against King George Ill. Finally, the Conclusion formally declares the colonies’

independence.

The Declaration of Independence had a profound impact on American history. It served as a
rallying cry for the colonists during the Revolutionary War, inspiring them to fight for their
freedom. Additionally, its principles of equality and liberty influenced other movements for
independence around the world. The Declaration's words continue to resonate today, reminding the

American citizens of the enduring importance of individual rights and self-governance.
4. Major Military Engagements

Under this title, we will explore some of the major military engagements throughout history.
From the first battles to last conflicts, we will examine the strategies, key players, and outcomes of

these significant events.
4.1. The Battle of Saratoga

The Battle of Saratoga was a turning point in the American Revolutionary War. Taking place
in 1777, it was a series of two battles fought in Saratoga County, New York. The American forces,
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led by General Horatio Gates, successfully defeated the British army under General John Burgoyne.
This victory boosted American morale and convinced the French to formally ally with the

Americans, ultimately leading to their victory in the war.

4.2. The Siege of Yorktown

The Siege of Yorktown, which occurred in 1781, was the final major battle of the American
Revolutionary War. American and French forces, led by General George Washington and General
Comte de Rochambeau, surrounded the British army commanded by General Charles Cornwallis
in Yorktown, Virginia. After weeks of bombardment, Cornwallis surrendered, effectively ending

British control in the colonies and paving the way for American independence.

It can be said that major military engagements have shaped the course of history, determining
the fate of nations and the lives of countless individuals. By studying these battles, we gain insight

into the strategies employed, the sacrifices made, and the impact they had on the world.

5. The Treaty of Paris
The Treaty of Paris holds significant importance in American history. It marked the official
end of the Revolutionary War between Great Britain and the thirteen colonies, which had declared
their independence and formed the United States of America. This treaty, signed on September 3,
1783, brought about the recognition of the United States as a sovereign nation by Great Britain and

outlined the terms of peace.

The negotiations for the Treaty of Paris took place in Paris, France, with representatives from
both sides engaging in discussions to reach a resolution. On the American side, Benjamin Franklin,
John Adams, and John Jay played instrumental roles in negotiating with the British delegation, led

by Richard Oswald.
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The treaty consisted of ten articles that addressed various aspects of the post-war settlement.
Firstly, the Recognition of Independence: The Treaty of Paris acknowledged the independence of
the United States and recognized it as a sovereign nation separate from Great Britain. This was a
monumental achievement for the young nation, solidifying its status on the world stage. Secondly,
the Borders and Territory: The treaty defined the boundaries of the United States. The Mississippi
River was recognized as the western boundary, while the northern boundary extended to the Great
Lakes. The British also agreed to evacuate their troops from American soil. Thirdly, the Fishing
Rights: The treaty addressed fishing rights off the coast of North America, ensuring that American
fishermen would have access to certain fishing grounds previously utilized by both American and
British fishermen. Additionally, Debts and Loyalists: The treaty included provisions related to the
treatment of loyalists (colonists who remained loyal to the British crown) and the repayment of
debts owed by Americans to British creditors. It aimed to restore peace and facilitate economic
stability between the two nations. Last and not least, Prisoners of War: The treaty provided for the

release of prisoners of war held by both sides, ensuring their safe return home.

To sum up, the signing of the Treaty of Paris not only ended the Revolutionary War but also
laid the foundation for diplomatic relationships between the United States and other nations. It
established a framework for future negotiations and treaties, shaping the course of American foreign
policy. It is important to note that the Treaty of Paris was not without controversy as some critics
argued that the treaty was too lenient towards the British and did not fully address all the concerns
of the United States. However, it marked a crucial step towards the establishment of a new nation

and the pursuit of independence.

Understanding the Treaty of Paris is essential for comprehending the challenges faced by the

United States in its early years and the significance of diplomacy in shaping the nation's history. By
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studying this treaty, students can gain insights into the complexities of international relations and

the struggles faced by the founding fathers in securing independence.

I1l.  Socio-Political and Economic Dynamics

1. Social Changes and the Impact on Women, Slaves, and Native
This title explores the events leading up to the revolution and sets the stage for understanding

the impact it had on various groups, including women, slaves, and Native Americans.

1.1. Women’s Role in Society

During the American Revolution, women played vital roles both on the home front and in the
war effort. There was a changing in social and economic role of women during this period, from
their involvement in protests and boycotts to their contributions as nurses, spies, and even soldiers.
We will explore how the revolution sparked discussions about women’s rights and set the foundation

for future movements advocating for gender equality.

One of the most notable contributions women made during the American Revolution was their
involvement in the war effort. While men were fighting on the front lines, women took on essential
roles in supporting the military. They served as nurses, cooks, and seamstresses, providing vital
support to the soldiers. Some women even disguised themselves as men and fought on the battlefield,

although this was relatively rare.

Women also played a crucial role in the political sphere during the American Revolution. They
actively participated in political discussions and debates, advocating for their rights and the rights of
others. Abigail Adams, the wife of John Adams, famously wrote to her husband, urging him to
"remember the ladies" when drafting the new laws for the newly independent nation. Although her
request was not immediately heeded, it planted the seeds for future discussions on women’s rights.
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In addition to their involvement in the war and politics, women also played a significant role in
the economy during the American Revolution. With many men away at war, women took on new
responsibilities and assumed roles traditionally held by men. They managed farms, operated
businesses, and took part in trade and commerce challenging the traditional gender roles. For this
call, the revolutionary ideals of liberty and equality inspired women to question the existing social

order and demand equal rights and opportunities.

As a result, women played a crucial role in society during the American Revolution. They
contributed to the war effort, participated in political discussions, and took on new economic
responsibilities. Their involvement in these areas challenged traditional gender roles and laid the
foundation for future advancements in women's rights. While progress was slow, the American

Revolution marked a turning point in the status and role of women in American society.

1.2. Slavery and the American Revolution

Slavery was deeply entrenched in American society since the early 17th century to the
Revolutionary era. In these lines, we explain the complex relationship between the revolution and
the institution of slavery. We will discuss how the ideals of liberty and equality clashed with the
reality of slave ownership, and how enslaved individuals navigated this tumultuous time. We will
explore the emergence of abolitionist voices and the gradual shift towards the eventual abolition of

slavery.

The ideals of liberty and equality that triggers the American Revolution posed a challenge to
the institution of slavery. Many enslaved people saw the revolution as an opportunity to fight for
their own freedom. Some escaped their bondage to join the British forces, who promised freedom

to enslaved people who fought on their side. Others sought refuge in areas controlled by the Patriots,
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hoping to secure their freedom through military service or negotiation. However, the situation was
far from straightforward. The American colonists themselves were divided on the issue of slavery.
While some revolutionaries, such as Thomas Jefferson and George Washington, owned enslaved
people, others, like Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, were vocal opponents of slavery. The issue

of slavery threatened to fracture the unity of the American colonies as they fought for independence.

Enslaved people played a significant role in the American Revolution, despite the challenges
they faced. Many enslaved people served as laborers, cooks, and support staff for both the British
and American forces. They toiled in difficult conditions, often without proper clothing, shelter, or
compensation for their labour. However, some enslaved people were able to leverage their
participation in the war to secure their freedom. In states such as Virginia and New York, enslaved
people who fought for the Patriots were granted their freedom as a reward for their service.
However, these cases were the exception rather than the norm, and the majority of enslaved people

remained in bondage even after the revolution.

In fact, the American Revolution did not immediately bring an end to slavery in the newly
formed United States. Yet, it took several more decades of struggle and conflict before slavery was
abolished. The legacy of slavery continued to shape American society, leading to deep racial

inequalities that persist to this day.

In summary, the American Revolution was a time of great change and upheaval in the American
colonies. While the ideals of liberty and equality inspired many, the institution of slavery remained
a stark contradiction to these principles. The experiences of enslaved people during the revolution
highlight the complex and often contradictory nature of the fight for freedom. Understanding the
role of slavery during the American Revolution is crucial to gaining a comprehensive understanding

of this pivotal period in American history.
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2. Economic Consequences and the Birth of Capitalism

The event of American Revolution had far-reaching consequences for the economic system of
the United States. This period marked a significant shift towards capitalism, a system in which

private individuals and businesses own and control the means of production.

Prior to the revolution, the American colonies were primarily agrarian, with agriculture being
the main source of income for many colonists. However, the war with Britain disrupted trade and
led to economic instability. As a result, American merchants and entrepreneurs were forced to find

new ways to sustain their livelihoods.

One of the key economic consequences of the American Revolution was the emergence of a
market-oriented economy. With British restrictions on trade lifted, American merchants were able
to expand their networks and engage in international trade. This led to increased wealth and
economic growth, as well as the development of new industries and the establishment of bustling

port cities.

The revolution also brought about changes in labour practices. As the demand for goods and
services increased, there was a need for a larger workforce which led to the growth of wage labour,
where individuals worked for a set wage rather than being tied to the land as indentured servants or
slaves. The rise of wage labour was a crucial step towards the development of capitalism, as it

allowed for greater mobility and competition in the labour market.

Additionally, the American Revolution played a significant role in shaping the financial system
of the United States. The war had left the newly formed nation with a large debt, prompting the
establishment of a national banking system. The Bank of North America, founded in 1781, became

the first federally authorized bank in the United States. The latter laid the foundation for future
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financial institutions and facilitated economic growth by providing a stable currency and access to

credit.

Furthermore, the American Revolution sparked a spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation.
With the break from British rule, Americans were free to pursue their own economic interests and
take risks in business ventures. This entrepreneurial spirit, coupled with favourable economic

conditions, helped fuel the growth of capitalism in the United States.

In conclusion, the American Revolution had profound economic consequences, paving the way
for the birth of capitalism in the United States. Through increased trade, the rise of wage labour,
the establishment of a financial system, and a culture of entrepreneurship, the revolution laid the

groundwork for the economic prosperity and development that would follow in the years to come.

IV. The American Revolution and its Contemporaries
1. Influence on the French Revolution
Along with the domestic affairs, the American Revolution was a pivotal moment in history that
not only shaped the United States but also had a profound impact on the rest of the world. One of
the most significant consequences of this revolution was its influence on the French Revolution,
which took place several years later. In this section, we will explore the connections between these

two revolutions and how they influenced each other.

The American Revolution, which took place from 1775 to 1783, had a significant impact on the
French Revolution, which occurred from 1789 to 1799. The American Revolution was a war fought
by the American colonies against Great Britain, resulting in the establishment of the United States

of America as an independent nation. The French Revolution, on the other hand, was a period of
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radical social and political upheaval in France, which ultimately led to the overthrow of the

monarchy and the rise of Napoleon Bonaparte.

The American Revolution served as a source of inspiration for the French Revolution. The ideas
of liberty, equality, and popular sovereignty that were central to the American Revolution
influenced the French revolutionaries. The French were inspired by the success of the American
colonies in breaking free from British rule and establishing a democratic system of government.
The American Revolution demonstrated that it was possible for a group of colonies to overthrow a

powerful empire and establish a new nation based on democratic principles.

The American Revolution also had economic implications for France. France had supported the
American colonists in their fight against Britain, providing them with financial aid, troops, and
naval support. This support put a strain on the French economy, exacerbating the existing financial
crisis in the country. The French monarchy, already burdened with debt, was further weakened by

its involvement in the American Revolution.

The financial crisis in France, coupled with the ideas of the American Revolution, contributed
to a climate of dissatisfaction and unrest among the French people. The French Revolution was
fueled by economic inequality, political corruption, and social injustice. The American Revolution
served as a catalyst for these grievances, inspiring the French people to demand change and fight

for their own rights and freedoms.

The French Revolution, however, took a more radical and violent turn compared to the
American Revolution. The French revolutionaries sought to completely overhaul the existing social

and political order, resulting in widespread chaos, violence, and the Reign of Terror. The French
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Revolution also had far-reaching consequences for Europe, as it led to a series of wars and conflicts

that lasted for over two decades.

In conclusion, the American Revolution had a profound impact on the French
Revolution. It served as a source of inspiration for the French revolutionaries and contributed to the
climate of discontent and desire for change in France. This western revolution had a profound
influence on shaping the French goals, ideals, and methods. By studying these interconnected
revolutions, students can gain a deeper understanding of the complexities of revolutionary
movements and their long-lasting effects on societies

2. Impact on Latin American Independence Movements

In the late 18th century, the American Revolution, with its ideals of independence and
democracy, would soon resonate with the Latin American colonies, and spreading across the

Atlantic world in order to call for ideas of liberty, equality, and self-government.

As news of the American Revolution spread to Latin America, it ignited a spark of hope among
the oppressed colonists. Influential figures such as Simon Bolivar in South America and Miguel
Hidalgo in Mexico were inspired by the American patriots and their successful struggle against the

British. They recognized the potential for their own people to achieve freedom and equality.

The impact of the American Revolution on Latin American independence movements was
multi-faceted. Firstly, it provided a powerful example of successful revolution against a colonial
power. The American colonists' victory showed Latin Americans that liberation from European rule
was indeed possible. Secondly, the American Revolution led to a shift in European powers' focus.

The British, preoccupied with their loss in the American colonies, began to pay less attention to
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their American territories, creating opportunities for Latin American rebels to organize and gain

support.

To conclude, students are now able to grasp the ways by which the American Revolution, with
its ideals of liberty and self-determination, had a profound impact on the Latin American
independence movements. It provided inspiration, spread revolutionary ideas, and demonstrated
the possibility of breaking free from European colonial rule. The legacy of the American Revolution
continues to shape the history of Latin America, reminding populations of the enduring quest for

freedom and independence.

V. Legacy and Consequences of the American Revolution

There are two main legacies of the American revolution: the creation of the constitution and

the expansion of ideological concepts of both Republicanism and Democracy
1. Creation of the United States Constitution
The American Revolution, was the beginning of a long and complex process that led to the
creation of the United States Constitution. In this text, we will explore the legacy and consequences
of the American Revolution, focusing on the significance of the Constitution and its impact on the

development of the nation.

The American Revolution brought about political, social, and economic changes that had far-
reaching effects on the American society. One of the key legacies of the revolution was the idea of
popular sovereignty, which emphasized the power of the people in governing themselves. The
colonists’ fight against British tyranny and their desire for self-determination laid the groundwork
for a government founded on the principles of democracy and individual rights. As such, the
creation of the United States Constitution was a direct result of the lessons learned during the

American Revolution.
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Weakening the Articles of Confederation, the first attempt at a national government, proved to
be ineffective in providing a strong central authority. As a result, delegates from the thirteen states
gathered in Philadelphia in 1787 to draft a new constitution that would better serve the interests of
the nation. The Constitution established a framework for the federal government and defined the
rights and responsibilities of its citizens. It divided power among three branches: the legislative,
executive, and judicial branches, ensuring a system of checks and balances. The Constitution also
included a Bill of Rights, which guaranteed individual freedoms and protected against abuses of

power.

The legacy of the American Revolution and the creation of the Constitution can be seen in the
enduring principles and values that define the United States today. The revolution sparked a spirit
of independence and a belief in the power of self-governance that continues to shape American
society. The Constitution, with its emphasis on individual rights and limited government, remains

the supreme law of the land and serves as a beacon of democracy for people around the world.

In conclusion, the American Revolution and the creation of the Constitution had a profound
and lasting impact on the United States. The revolution inspired a new sense of national identity
and laid the pillar for a government built on the principles of democracy and individual rights. The
Constitution, with its enduring values and protections, continues to guide the nation and ensure a
system of government that is accountable to its citizens. The legacy and consequences of these
historical events are a testament to the ongoing struggle for freedom, justice, and equality in the

United States.

2. Expansion of Republicanism and Democracy
During the late 18th century, the American Revolution brought about a significant

transformation in the political landscape of the newly formed United States. The ideals of
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republicanism and democracy took centre stage, shaping the nation’s future and setting it on a

course towards a more inclusive and participatory government.

Republicanism, as a political philosophy, emphasizes the idea of a republic, where power
resides in the hands of the people and is exercised through elected representatives. The American
Revolution paved the way for the establishment of a republican government, replacing the
monarchy that had long held sway over the American colonies. The newly formed United States
sought to create a government that would be accountable to its citizens, promoting the common

good and protecting individual rights.

One of the most significant developments in the expansion of republicanism and democracy
after the American Revolution was the drafting and ratification of the United States Constitution.
This foundational document outlined the structure and powers of the federal government, while
also protecting individual liberties through the Bill of Rights. The Constitution established a system

of checks and balances, ensuring that no single branch of government could become too powerful.

Another key aspect of the expansion of republicanism and democracy was the growth of
political parties. While the Founding Fathers had initially feared the emergence of political factions,
parties such as the Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans played a crucial role in shaping the
young nation’s political visions. These parties represented different visions for the future of the
United States and engaged in robust debates over issues such as the balance of power between the

federal government and the states.

Expansion of suffrage rights was another important step towards a more inclusive democracy.
In the years following the American Revolution, several states began to eliminate property

requirements for voting, allowing more white men to participate in the political process. However,
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it is essential to recognize that these expansions of suffrage did not extend to women, African
Americans, or Native Americans, who continued to face significant barriers to political

participation.

The expansion of republicanism and democracy also extended beyond the political realm. The
American Revolution inspired a wave of social and cultural changes, as the ideals of liberty and
equality permeated society. Educational institutions were established to foster an informed
citizenry, and the press played a vital role in disseminating information and facilitating public

discourse.

To sum up this part, the American Revolution sparked a profound transformation in the political
landscape of the United States. The expansion of republicanism and democracy ushered in a new
era of government by the people, for the people. Through the drafting of the United States
Constitution, the growth of political parties, the expansion of suffrage rights, and the social and
cultural changes that followed, the ideals of republicanism and democracy continued to evolve and

shape the nation's trajectory.

Exercise: Write an essay in which you answer the followings:

e In what ways was the Declaration of Independence a philosophical, and not just a
political, document?
e By what means was the Continental Congress turned from a vehicle for loyal

protest into an engine of independence?
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Chapter Two: Westward Expansion
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Introduction

It is important to mention that what the US nation had reaped from the American revolution;
the creation of a nation, freedom, and the promotion of democracy exacerbate the subject of
expansion. In the early 19" century, the United States experienced a period of rapid expansion
known as Westward Expansion. This era marked a significant shift in the nation’s boundaries and
had a profound impact on the Native American tribes living in the western territories. In this
chapter, we will explore the consequences of Westward Expansion on Native American tribes,
focusing on their displacement, conflicts, and cultural changes through tackling numerous events,
trends, and consequences. Research on this topic could cover various aspects such as: manifest
destiny, Louisiana Purchase, Lewis and Clark Expedition, Oregon Trail and Mexican American

war.
Course Description:

Students will dive into the exploration and expansion of the American West, examining the

historical, social, and cultural impact of westward movement.
Course Objectives:
1. Analyze the motivations behind westward expansion
2. Evaluate the impact of westward expansion on Native American and Black communities
3. Examine the role of technology and innovation in westward expansion
4. Discuss the economic implications of westward expansion

5. Interpret the cultural changes resulting from westward expansion
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I. Manifest Destiny: The American Dream on the Move

Manifest Destiny was a powerful and transformative ideology that shaped the course of
American history during the 19" century. It was a belief that the United States was destined to
expand across the North American continent, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, driven by a
combination of cultural, economic, and political factors. This concept not only justified territorial
expansion but also ignited significant social and political changes, leaving a profound impact on
the nation’s identity and its relations with indigenous peoples.

1. Terminology

The term “Manifest Destiny” was first coined in the 1840s, but the idea itself had deep roots in
the American psyche dating back to the early colonial period. The belief was rooted in the
conviction that the United States was a unique and chosen nation, blessed by divine providence to
spread its democratic values and institutions across the continent. This sense of destiny was fuelled
by a desire for land, resources, and economic opportunities.

2. Influence on Westward Expansion

Territorial Expansion: The westward expansion that occurred under the banner of Manifest
Destiny was characterized by several key events and initiatives. These include the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803, the Oregon Trail and the Oregon Trail, the Texas Annexation in 1845, and the
Mexican-American War in 1846-1848, which resulted in the acquisition of vast territories,
including California, New Mexico, and Arizona. These events drastically changed the geographical

and demographic landscape of the United States.

In addition, the impact of manifest destiny had devastating consequences on indigenous peoples

living in the territories coveted by American settlers. As the United States expanded, Native
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American populations were forcibly removed from their ancestral lands, often through violent
means such as the Trail of Tears, a forced relocation of the Cherokee Nation, and the Sand Creek
Massacre. These actions contributed to the displacement and suffering of countless Native

American communities.

Equally important, the concept Manifest Destiny was closely linked to economic interests, as
westward expansion promised new opportunities for trade, agriculture, and access to valuable
resources. The California Gold Rush of 1849, which brought a flood of fortune-seekers to the West,
is a prime example of the economic motivations driving westward expansion. The construction of
transcontinental railways, such as the First Transcontinental Railroad, was also a testament to the

economic significance of Manifest Destiny.

Social and political inseparable parts of Manifest Destiny in which they played a significant
role in shaping the American identity and the nation’s political landscape. The ideology also
fostered a sense of American exceptionalism and nationalism, influencing foreign policy decisions

and relations with other nations.

Conclusion

Manifest Destiny was a powerful and complex ideology that left an enduring mark on American
history. It drove the westward expansion, reshaped the nation’s boundaries, and transformed its
social, political, and economic fabric. While it contributed to the growth and development of the
United States, it also resulted in the displacement and suffering of indigenous peoples. Today,
Manifest Destiny remains a subject of historical analysis, reflecting both the aspirations and the

moral complexities of a young and expanding nation.

I1. Louisiana Purchase
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The Louisiana Purchase was a significant event in American history that greatly impacted the
expansion of the United States. In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson made a deal with France to
acquire a vast territory known as the Louisiana Territory. This territory stretched from the

Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains, doubling the size of the United States.

1. Background

The Louisiana Territory was a large expanse of land located in North America that stretched
from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains, covering an area of approximately 828,000
square miles. At the time, this territory was under the control of France, led by Napoleon Bonaparte.

France had acquired the territory from Spain through the secret Treaty of San Ildefonso in 1800.

2. Reasons for the Purchase

There were several key reasons behind the United States' interest in acquiring the Louisiana
Territory. Firstly, the control of the Mississippi River and the port of New Orleans was vital for
American trade and commerce. By having access to these strategic waterways, the United States

could transport goods more efficiently and expand its economic potential.

Secondly, the expansionist mindset prevalent among many Americans during this period played
a significant role in the desire to acquire new lands. The Louisiana Purchase provided an

opportunity for the United States to expand its territory and secure its westward expansion.

Additionally, the presence of French control in the region posed a potential threat to American
interests. With France's ownership of the territory, there was a risk of restricted access to the
Mississippi River and the potential establishment of French colonies in North America. Acquiring
the Louisiana Territory would eliminate these concerns and assert American dominance in the
region.
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3. The Purchase

In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson authorized negotiations with France to purchase New
Orleans and West Florida. However, to his surprise, Napoleon Bonaparte offered to sell the entire
Louisiana Territory. On April 30, 1803, the Louisiana Purchase Treaty was signed in Paris,

transferring the vast territory from France to the United States for a sum of $15 million.

4. Impact of the Purchase

The Louisiana Purchase had a profound impact on the United States. It instantly doubled the
size of the young nation, opening up vast opportunities for westward expansion and settlement. The
acquisition of new lands provided valuable resources and fertile land for agriculture, contributing
to the economic growth of the United States. Furthermore, the Louisiana Purchase had significant
political implications. The acquisition of such a large territory raised questions about how the new
lands would be incorporated into the existing United States. This led to debates over issues such as

the extension of slavery and the balance of power between free and slave states.

In conclusion, the Louisiana Purchase was a monumental event that shaped the course of
American history. It expanded the boundaries of the United States, secured vital trade routes, and
set the stage for future westward expansion. The impact of this acquisition is still felt today, as the

Louisiana Purchase remains a defining moment in the growth and development of the United States.

I1l.  Lewis and Clark Expedition

The Lewis and Clark Expedition, also known as the Corps of Discovery Expedition, was the
first American expedition to cross the western portion of the United States. Led by Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, the expedition took place between 1804 and 1806 and played a significant
role in the exploration and mapping of the newly acquired western territories.
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1. The Purpose of the Expedition

The primary objective of the Lewis and Clark Expedition was to explore and document the
newly acquired Louisiana Purchase. President Thomas Jefferson, who initiated the expedition,
aimed to gather scientific and geographical knowledge about the western territories, establish trade

with Native American tribes, and find a practical route to the Pacific Ocean.

2. Preparation and Participants

In May 1804, the Corps of Discovery set off from St. Louis, Missouri, with a team of
approximately 45 men. The core members included Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and
Sacagawea, a Shoshone interpreter and guide. The expedition was equipped with supplies, scientific

instruments, trade goods, and provisions to sustain them throughout the journey.

3. The Journey

The expedition followed the Missouri River, exploring and mapping the previously uncharted
territories. They faced numerous challenges, including harsh weather conditions, treacherous
terrain, and encounters with unfriendly Native American tribes. However, they also received
assistance and guidance from various Native American tribes, such as the Mandan and the Nez

Perce.

4. Significant Discoveries

During the expedition, Lewis and Clark made several important discoveries. They encountered
and documented new plant and animal species, including the grizzly bear and the pronghorn

antelope. They also discovered and explored natural landmarks such as the Great Falls of the
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Missouri and the Yellowstone River. Their interactions with Native American tribes provided

valuable insights into their cultures, languages, and customs.

5. Reaching the Pacific Ocean

After an arduous journey, the Corps of Discovery finally reached the Pacific Ocean in
November 1805. They established Fort Clatsop near present-day Astoria, Oregon, where they spent

the winter before beginning their return journey in the spring of 1806.

6. Legacy and Impact

The Lewis and Clark Expedition had a profound impact on the United States. Their detailed
maps and journals provided crucial information for future settlers, traders, and explorers. The
expedition's success paved the way for further exploration and settlement of the western territories.
Additionally, the knowledge gained from the expedition contributed to the understanding of the

continent's geography, biology, and Native American cultures.

Conclusion

The Lewis and Clark Expedition stands as a remarkable achievement in American history.
Through their scientific curiosity, Lewis and Clark, along with their fellow explorers, significantly
expanded the knowledge and understanding of the western territories. Their expedition remains a

testament to human exploration and the spirit of discovery.

IV. Oregon Trail

The Oregon Trail was a historic route used by pioneers during the 19th century to travel from
the eastern United States to the western frontier. This trail played a significant role in the westward

expansion of the United States and the settlement of the Oregon Territory.
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1. Origins of the Oregon Trail

The Oregon Trail had its origins in the early 1830s when a group of fur traders, led by William
Sublette and Jedediah Smith, blazed a trail through the Rocky Mountains. This route, known as the
South Pass, provided a relatively easy passage through the mountains and became the starting point

for the Oregon Trail.

2. Route and Challenges

The Oregon Trail stretched approximately 2,000 miles from its starting point in Independence,
Missouri, to its destination in the Willamette Valley of Oregon. Travelers faced numerous
challenges along the way, including treacherous river crossings, harsh weather conditions, and the

threat of Native American attacks.

3. Pioneer Migration

The Oregon Trail became a popular route for pioneers seeking new opportunities in the West.
Thousands of individuals and families embarked on the treacherous journey in search of fertile land,

gold, and a better life. The peak years of migration were between 1840 and 1860.

4. Life on the Trail

Life on the Oregon Trail was incredibly challenging. Pioneers traveled in covered wagons,
enduring long and grueling days of travel. They faced limited food supplies, water shortages, and
the constant threat of disease. Many pioneers relied on hunting and fishing for sustenance along the

way.

5. Impact on American History
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The Oregon Trail played a crucial role in the westward expansion of the United States. It
facilitated the settlement of the Oregon Territory and other western regions, contributing to the
growth of the nation. The trail also paved the way for future transportation routes, such as the

transcontinental railroad.
6. Legacy of the Oregon Trail

The Oregon Trail has left a lasting legacy in American history and culture. It is remembered as
a symbol of the pioneering spirit and the hardships faced by those who ventured into the unknown.
Today, parts of the trail can still be visited and explored, providing a glimpse into the challenges

and triumphs of the pioneers.
V. California Gold Rush

The California Gold Rush was a remarkable event in American history that occurred in the mid-
19" century. It all began in 1848 when gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, California.
This discovery sparked a massive influx of people from all over the world, with dreams of striking

it rich and finding gold.

The news of the gold discovery spread like wildfire, attracting people from as far as Europe,
Asia, and Australia. These individuals, known as “Forty-Niners”, travelled long and treacherous
journeys to reach California in search of gold. They faced many challenges along the way, including

harsh weather conditions, dangerous terrain, and the risk of attacks from Native American tribes.

Upon arrival in California, the gold seekers faced even more difficulties. The gold fields were
crowded, and competition was fierce. Miners had to work tirelessly, often in dangerous and
unsanitary conditions, to extract the precious metal from the earth. Many miners used basic tools

such as pans, shovels, and rockers to sift through dirt and gravel in search of gold nuggets.
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As the Gold Rush gained momentum, towns and settlements sprang up throughout California.
These boomtowns were characterized by rapid growth and a lack of infrastructure. San Francisco,
for example, transformed from a small village into a bustling city practically overnight. The sudden
population increase put immense pressure on local resources, leading to the development of new

industries and businesses to support the growing population.

The California Gold Rush had a profound impact on the economic and social landscape of the
United States. The sudden influx of gold led to a significant increase in the country’s wealth and
helped finance the development of infrastructure and industries. However, the Gold Rush also had
negative consequences. The environmental impact of mining was severe, with rivers and landscapes
being irreversibly altered. Native American tribes were displaced, and their way of life was
disrupted. Additionally, while some individuals struck it rich, the majority of miners did not find

substantial amounts of gold and struggled to make a living.

Despite its challenges and drawbacks, the California Gold Rush remains an iconic event in
American history. It symbolizes the pursuit of dreams, the spirit of adventure, and the resilience of
individuals in the face of adversity. The legacy of the Gold Rush can still be seen today in the

cultural fabric of California and the United States as a whole.

VI. Native American Relations

The process of Westward Expansion had a profound impact on Native American tribes and
played a significant role in the Mexican-American War. In this research text, we will explore the
consequences of Westward Expansion on Native American tribes and delve into the events leading

up to the Mexican-American War.

1. The impact of Westward Expansion on Native American tribe
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As American settlers moved westward, they encountered numerous Native American tribes who
had been living on the land for centuries. These tribes, such as the Cherokee, Navajo, and Sioux,
had established their own cultures, traditions, and societies. However, the arrival of settlers led to

conflicts over land, resources, and differing ways of life.

One of the most devastating consequences of Westward Expansion was the forced relocation of
Native American tribes. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized the government to negotiate
treaties that required tribes to give up their ancestral lands and move to designated reservations.
The most infamous forced relocation was the Trail of Tears, where thousands of Cherokee people
were forcibly removed from their land and marched to Oklahoma, resulting in the death of

thousands due to harsh conditions.

As settlers moved westward, Native American tribes lost vast amounts of their traditional lands.
Treaties were often unfair and broken, resulting in further loss of territory. The loss of land had a
profound impact on tribes' ability to practice their traditional way of life, hunt, fish, and gather
resources. Many tribes were forced to rely on government-provided rations and struggled to

maintain their cultural practices.

The encroachment of settlers on Native American lands often led to violent conflicts. The desire
for land and resources, coupled with cultural misunderstandings, resulted in skirmishes and wars
between tribes and settlers. The Battle of Little Bighorn, where Native American tribes led by
Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse defeated General Custer's troops, is an example of the resistance

against Westward Expansion.

2. Westward Expansion and the Mexican-American War
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The Mexican-American War, fought from 1846 to 1848, was directly connected to Westward
Expansion. The underlying causes of the war can be traced back to the annexation of Texas by the

United States in 1845.

Texas was originally a part of Mexico but declared independence in 1836. The United States
annexed Texas in 1845, which greatly angered Mexico, as they still considered Texas as a part of
their territory. The annexation of Texas was a clear example of Westward Expansion and the desire

to acquire more land.

The annexation of Texas led to border disputes between the United States and Mexico. The
United States claimed that the border was the Rio Grande, while Mexico argued that it was the
Nueces River. This disagreement escalated into armed conflict, with the United States ultimately

invading Mexican territory.

The Mexican-American War ended with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848.
Under this treaty, Mexico ceded a vast amount of territory to the United States, including present-
day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of Colorado, New Mexico, and Wyoming. This

further expanded the boundaries of the United States and solidified Westward Expansion.

To conclude, Westward Expansion had a profound impact on Native American tribes and played
a significant role in the Mexican-American War. Native American tribes faced forced relocation,
loss of land and resources, and violent conflicts as a result of settlers moving westward. The
annexation of Texas and the subsequent border disputes led to the Mexican-American War, which
further expanded the United States' territory. It is important to understand and acknowledge the

consequences of Westward Expansion on Native American tribes and the historical context of the
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Mexican-American War in order to gain a comprehensive understanding of this period in American

history.

VII.  The Ecological Consequences of Westward Expansion
As pioneers ventured westward in the 19th century, they brought about significant changes to
the environment. In this chapter, we will explore the ecological consequences of Westward

Expansion, focusing on the changes that occurred in the natural landscape.

1. Clearing of Forests

One of the immediate effects of Westward Expansion was the clearing of forests to make way
for agriculture and settlements. Vast areas of woodland were transformed into farmland, leading to

the loss of diverse ecosystems and habitats for many species.

2. Soil Erosion

The extensive farming practices employed during Westward Expansion resulted in soil erosion.
The removal of vegetation cover and the introduction of monoculture crops led to increased
vulnerability to wind and water erosion. This not only affected the fertility of the land but also

contributed to sedimentation in nearby water bodies.

3. Introduction of Non-Native Species

As settlers moved west, they brought with them non-native plant and animal species. Some of
these species thrived in their new environments and became invasive, outcompeting native species
for resources. This disruption to the natural balance had far-reaching consequences for local

ecosystems.

4. Extinction of Species
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The expansion westward also led to the extinction of several species, as their habitats were
destroyed or altered beyond their ability to survive. In this chapter, we will delve into the ecological

consequences of species extinction during Westward Expansion.
5. Overhunting and Overfishing

As pioneers moved westward, they relied heavily on hunting and fishing for survival.
Unfortunately, the unregulated and unsustainable harvesting of wildlife led to the decline and

extinction of many species, such as the passenger pigeon and American bison.

The rapid conversion of natural habitats into agricultural land and urban areas resulted in the
loss of critical habitats for numerous species. Wetlands, prairies, and forests were cleared, leaving

many plants and animals without suitable places to live and reproduce.
6. Fragmentation of Ecosystems

The division of landscapes into smaller and isolated patches due to human activities disrupted
the interconnectedness of ecosystems. This fragmentation hindered the movement of species,
leading to reduced genetic diversity and increased vulnerability to extinction. The ecological
consequences of Westward Expansion prompted the development of conservation movements that
aimed to protect and preserve the natural environment. In this chapter, we will explore the

emergence of these movements and their significance.

Conclusion
The ecological consequences of Westward Expansion were significant and far-reaching. Changes
in the environment, extinction of species, and the development of conservation movements shaped

the course of American history and continue to influence environmental policies today.
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VIIl.  Transcontinental Railroad: A Journey Across the Nation

The Transcontinental Railroad was a monumental engineering feat that connected the eastern
and western coasts of the United States. It played a crucial role in shaping the nation's history,
economy, and social landscape. This research text will delve into the construction, impact, and

legacy of the Transcontinental Railroad.

The Transcontinental Railroad was built in the mid-19th century, linking the Atlantic and
Pacific coasts of the United States. Its construction began in 1863 and was completed in 1869,
spanning a distance of approximately 1,912 miles. The project involved the collaboration of two

major railroad companies, the Central Pacific Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad.

1. Construction

The construction of the Transcontinental Railroad was an immense undertaking that required
overcoming numerous challenges. The Central Pacific Railroad started building from Sacramento,
California, while the Union Pacific Railroad began in Omaha, Nebraska. The two companies
worked tirelessly to lay tracks, tunnel through mountains, and bridge rivers, often battling harsh

weather conditions, treacherous terrain, and financial difficulties.

2. Labor Force

The construction of the Transcontinental Railroad relied heavily on immigrant labor.
Thousands of Chinese immigrants worked for the Central Pacific Railroad, while the Union Pacific
Railroad employed many Irish immigrants. These workers endured harsh living and working

conditions, often facing discrimination and dangerous work environments.
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3. Impact on Trade and Commerce

The completion of the Transcontinental Railroad revolutionized transportation in the United
States. It significantly reduced travel time and costs, facilitating the movement of people, goods,
and resources across the country. The railroad opened up new markets, stimulated economic

growth, and encouraged settlement in previously inaccessible regions.

4. Social and Cultural Impact

The Transcontinental Railroad had a profound social and cultural impact on the United States.
It brought different regions of the country closer together, fostering cultural exchange and the
exchange of ideas. The railroad also played a role in the expansion of the West, leading to the

displacement and marginalization of Native American tribes.

5. Environmental Impact

The construction of the Transcontinental Railroad had both positive and negative
environmental impacts. It allowed for the efficient transportation of resources, such as timber and
minerals, but also resulted in the destruction of natural habitats and ecosystems. The railroad
contributed to the growth of cities and towns along its route, leading to urbanization and changes

in the landscape.

6. Legacy

The Transcontinental Railroad left a lasting legacy on the United States. It transformed the
nation into a more connected and unified entity. The railroad facilitated the growth of industries,

encouraged westward expansion, and laid the foundation for the modern transportation system.
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Today, parts of the original Transcontinental Railroad still exist and are preserved as historic

landmarks.

In conclusion, the Transcontinental Railroad was a monumental achievement that connected
the east and west coasts of the United States. Its construction brought together diverse labor forces,
revolutionized trade and commerce, and left a lasting impact on the social, cultural, and

environmental aspects of the nation.

X.  Explanation of the Homestead Act and its Purpose

The Homestead Act, enacted in 1862, was a crucial piece of legislation that aimed to
encourage settlement and development in the western territories of the United States. This act
granted eligible individuals the opportunity to acquire free land from the government. In this

research text, we will explore the background, provisions, and significance of the Homestead Act.

1. Background

During the 19th century, the United States experienced rapid population growth and westward
expansion. The government recognized the need to populate the vast and often unexplored western
territories. The Homestead Act emerged as a response to this need, aiming to incentivize settlement

and cultivate agricultural activity in these regions.

2. Provisions of the Homestead Act

Under the Homestead Act, any adult U.S. citizen or intended citizen was eligible to claim up
to 160 acres (65 hectares) of public land. To obtain the land, individuals had to meet specific

requirements and fulfill certain obligations. The key provisions of the act were as follows
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Prospective homesteaders had to file an application, known as a "claim,” with the local land
office. This included providing personal information and paying a small fee. Residency:
Homesteaders were required to live on the land, build a dwelling, and make improvements to it.
They had to reside there for a minimum of five years before becoming eligible for ownership.
Cultivation: A significant condition of the Homestead Act was the requirement to cultivate the land.
Homesteaders had to demonstrate their commitment to agricultural activities, such as farming or
ranching. Final Proof: Once the residency and cultivation requirements were met, homesteaders
could file for "final proof" to claim full ownership of the land. This involved providing evidence of

their compliance with the act's provisions.

3. Purpose and Impact

The Homestead Act served multiple purposes and had profound effects on the United States

Firstly, encouraging settlement: By offering free land, the act aimed to attract settlers to the western

territories. It provided opportunities for people to establish new homes and pursue a better life.

Secondly, economic development: Through agricultural development, the act aimed to
stimulate economic growth in the western territories. The cultivation of crops and the establishment

of ranches contributed to the region's prosperity.

Thirdly, expansion of railroads: The Homestead Act played a crucial role in the expansion of
railroads. As settlers moved westward, the demand for transportation increased, leading to the
construction of new rail lines to connect the territories. Last but not least, land distribution: The act

facilitated the distribution of public land to private individuals. This distribution was a significant
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departure from the previous system, where large land grants were given to corporations or wealthy

individuals.

4. Legacy

The Homestead Act remained in effect until 1976, and during its existence, approximately
270 million acres (110 million hectares) of land were granted to homesteaders. This act shaped the
settlement patterns and agricultural practices in the western United States, leaving a lasting impact

on the nation's history.

In conclusion, the Homestead Act was a pivotal piece of legislation that aimed to promote
settlement and agricultural development in the western territories. By providing free land to eligible
individuals, it encouraged people to migrate, cultivate the land, and contribute to the growth of the
nation. The act's legacy can still be observed in the demographic and economic landscape of the

western United States today.

Exercise: Answer one of the following questions in a well-structured essay.

1. Why should Americans have regarded expansion to the Pacific coast as a “manifest

destiny”?

2. What role did Romantic visions of the West play in promoting western expansion?
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Chapter Three: The American Civil War
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Introduction

The American Civil War (1861-1865), also known as the War Between the States, was a
significant conflict that took place from 1861 to 1865. It was fought between the Northern states,
known as the Union, and the Southern states, known as the Confederacy. This war was a defining

moment in American history and had a profound impact on the nation's development.

The American Civil War was primarily driven by the issue of slavery and the contrasting
economic and social systems of the North and the South. The Northern states were predominantly
industrialized and favored the abolition of slavery, while the Southern states relied heavily on
agriculture, particularly cotton plantations, which depended on slave labor. This fundamental
difference in economic structure and the question of slavery led to deep divisions between the

regions.

The conflict escalated in 1861 when several Southern states seceded from the Union and
formed the Confederate States of America. The Union, under the leadership of President Abraham
Lincoln, considered secession illegal and aimed to preserve the unity of the country. The war

officially began in April 1861 with the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter, South Carolina.

Over the course of the next four years, the American Civil War witnessed numerous battles
and campaigns that shaped the outcome of the conflict. Some of the major battles included the First
Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg. These battles were fought with various

strategies and tactics, including trench warfare, cavalry charges, and sieges.
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The war resulted in immense loss of life and devastation. Both the Union and the Confederacy
suffered heavy casualties, with estimates of over 600,000 soldiers killed. The war also had a

profound impact on civilians, as communities were torn apart and property was destroyed.

The American Civil War came to an end in 1865 with the surrender of the Confederacy. The
Union emerged victorious, and slavery was abolished throughout the United States with the passage

of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution.

This era of American history is significant as it transformed the nation politically, socially, and
economically. It marked the end of slavery and laid the foundation for the eventual civil rights
movement. The American Civil War remains a subject of study and reflection, as it continues to

shape the understanding of democracy, equality, and the complexities of American society.
Course Description

This course explores the significant events, causes, and consequences of the American Civil
War. Students will examine the societal, political, and economic impact of this pivotal historical

period.

Course Objectives

=

Analyze the root causes of the American Civil War.

2. Evaluate the impact of the war on American society and politics.

3. Comprehend the key turning points and battles of the American Civil War.

&

Critically assess the aftermath and Reconstruction era.
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I. Causes of the American Civil War

The American Civil War, which took place from 1861 to 1865, was a significant event in the
history of the United States. It was a conflict that divided the nation and resulted in the loss of
countless lives. The causes of the Civil War were complex and multifaceted, with a combination of
political, economic, and social factors contributing to the outbreak of hostilities. In this research

text, we will explore some of the key causes that led to this devastating war.

1. Slavery

Slavery was undoubtedly the most significant cause of the American Civil War. The institution
of slavery had been a divisive issue since the inception of the United States. The debate over
whether to allow or abolish slavery in new territories and states fueled tensions between the North
and the South. The North, which had a more industrialized economy, began to view slavery as
morally wrong and incompatible with the principles of equality and freedom. On the other hand,
the South heavily relied on slave labor for their agrarian economy and feared that the abolition of
slavery would lead to economic collapse. This fundamental disagreement over the institution of

slavery eventually reached a breaking point, resulting in armed conflict.

2. States’ Rights

Another major cause of the Civil War was the issue of states' rights. The Southern states
believed in the concept of states' rights, which held that individual states should have the right to
govern themselves and make decisions independently of the federal government. The North,
however, believed in a stronger central government with more authority over the states. This
disagreement over the balance of power between the federal government and the states further

fueled the tensions between the North and the South.
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3. Economic Differences

Economic differences between the North and the South were also a contributing factor to the
outbreak of the Civil War. The North was becoming increasingly industrialized, with a growing
manufacturing sector and a more diverse economy. In contrast, the South's economy was heavily
dependent on agriculture, specifically cotton production. The economic disparities between the two
regions led to competing interests and conflicting priorities, exacerbating the already strained

relationship between the North and the South.

4. Political Divisions

Political divisions within the United States played a significant role in the lead-up to the Civil
War. The issue of slavery had become deeply intertwined with partisan politics, with political
parties aligning themselves either for or against the institution. The formation of new political
parties, such as the Republican Party, which was explicitly anti-slavery, further polarized the nation.
The election of Abraham Lincoln, a Republican, as President in 1860, was a turning point that

ultimately led to the secession of several Southern states and the subsequent outbreak of war.

5. Sectionalism and Regional Identity

Sectionalism, or the strong sense of regional identity, also contributed to the causes of the Civil
War. The North and the South had developed distinct cultural, economic, and social differences
over time, leading to a sense of division between the two regions. Each region felt a stronger
allegiance to their respective states and communities, which made it difficult to find common

ground and resolve the issues that divided them.

Il.  Major Events Leading to the War
1. The Missouri Compromise (1820) and the Compromise of 1850
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The Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850 were both significant
legislative measures that aimed to address the contentious issue of slavery in the United States.
These compromises were attempts to maintain a delicate balance between the interests of
slaveholding and non-slaveholding states, while avoiding the outbreak of armed conflict. Let's

explore each of these compromises in more detail.

The Missouri Compromise of 1820 was a result of the growing tensions between the North and
the South over the expansion of slavery into newly acquired western territories. At the time, the
United States was experiencing territorial expansion, and the admission of new states raised

questions about the status of slavery in these regions.

The compromise was introduced by Henry Clay, a prominent Kentucky senator, and it
consisted of three main provisions. First, it admitted Missouri as a slave state, maintaining the
balance between slave and free states in the Senate. In order to maintain this balance, Maine was
admitted as a free state, offsetting the addition of Missouri. Second, it prohibited the expansion of
slavery above the 36°30' parallel line within the Louisiana Purchase territory, with the exception of

Missouri. Finally, it affirmed the rights of slaveholders to retrieve escaped slaves in free states.

The Missouri Compromise was seen as a temporary resolution to the slavery issue, but it did
little to address the underlying tensions between the North and the South. As the nation continued

to expand westward, conflicts over the expansion of slavery resurfaced.

The Compromise of 1850 was an attempt to once again address the issue of slavery in the
newly acquired territories from the Mexican-American War. The compromise was introduced by
Senator Henry Clay and later championed by Stephen A. Douglas. It consisted of several provisions

aimed at appeasing both pro-slavery and anti-slavery factions.
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One key provision of the Compromise of 1850 was the admission of California as a free state,
which upset the balance between slave and free states in the Senate. To appease the South, the
compromise also strengthened the Fugitive Slave Act, which required the return of escaped slaves
to their owners, even in free states. Additionally, the compromise abolished the slave trade in the

District of Columbia but allowed slavery to continue.

The Compromise of 1850 did little to ease tensions between the North and the South. Instead,
it further polarized the nation and set the stage for the eventual outbreak of the American Civil War.
In conclusion, both the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and the Compromise of 1850 were attempts
to address the issue of slavery in the United States. However, these compromises ultimately failed
to provide a lasting solution and only further deepened the divide between the North and the South.
These events played a significant role in the lead-up to the Civil War, which would ultimately

determine the fate of slavery in the United States.

2. The Dred Scott Decision (1857) and John Brown's Raid (1859)

The Dred Scott Decision, rendered by the United States Supreme Court in 1857, and John
Brown's Raid, which took place in 1859, were two significant events leading up to the American
Civil War. These events, although distinct, played a crucial role in shaping the political and social

landscape of the United States during this period.

The Dred Scott Decision was a landmark ruling by the Supreme Court that had far-reaching
implications for the nation's understanding of slavery and the rights of African Americans. Dred
Scott, an enslaved African American man, had sued for his freedom, arguing that his residence in
a free state and a free territory had made him free. However, the Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice

Roger B. Taney, ruled against Scott, stating that African Americans, whether enslaved or free, were
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not and could never be citizens of the United States. Furthermore, the Court declared that Congress
had no power to prohibit slavery in the territories, effectively invalidating the Missouri Compromise

of 1820.

The Dred Scott Decision had significant repercussions, exacerbating tensions between the North
and the South and deepening the divide over the issue of slavery. It further emboldened pro-slavery
advocates and alarmed abolitionists, sparking fierce debates and fueling the growing abolitionist

movement.

Two years later, in 1859, John Brown, an abolitionist, led a raid on the federal armory at Harpers
Ferry, Virginia (now West Virginia). Brown and his followers aimed to seize weapons and initiate
a slave rebellion. Brown believed that armed resistance was necessary to overthrow the institution

of slavery. However, the raid was quickly suppressed by federal troops led by Robert E. Lee.

John Brown's Raid had a profound impact on the nation. While the raid itself was unsuccessful,
it heightened tensions between the North and the South and intensified the debate over slavery.
Southerners viewed Brown as a dangerous radical and a symbol of Northern aggression, while many
Northerners saw him as a martyr for the abolitionist cause. The raid further polarized the nation and

contributed to the growing sense that a violent conflict was inevitable.

In conclusion, the Dred Scott Decision and John Brown's Raid were two significant events that
laid bare the deep divisions over the issue of slavery in the United States. The Dred Scott Decision
solidified the legal basis for slavery and denied the rights of African Americans, while John Brown's
Raid heightened tensions and pushed the nation closer to the brink of civil war. These events serve
as important reminders of the complex and contentious history that ultimately led to the American

Civil War.
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3. Election of Abraham Lincoln (1860) and Secession

The election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 and the subsequent secession of Southern states were
significant events in American history. In this research text, we will explore the context, causes,

and consequences of these events.

In the years leading up to the election of 1860, the United States was deeply divided over the
issue of slavery. The country was split between the Northern states, which generally opposed
slavery, and the Southern states, which relied heavily on it for their agrarian economy. This divide

grew even wider as political tensions escalated.

The election of 1860 was a highly contested and consequential presidential election. The
Republican Party, with Abraham Lincoln as its candidate, took a strong anti-slavery stance.
Lincoln's victory in the election was seen as a threat to the institution of slavery in the South. Many
Southern states feared that a Republican president would work to abolish slavery, leading to the

secession of these states from the Union.

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina became the first state to secede from the Union. It was
followed by six other states: Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas. These
states formed the Confederate States of America, with Jefferson Davis as their president. The

secession of these states marked the beginning of the American Civil War.

Various factors contributed to the secession of these Southern states. The primary cause was
the issue of slavery and the fear among Southern states that their way of life would be threatened
by the election of Abraham Lincoln. Other factors included economic differences between the

North and South, states' rights, and disagreements over the interpretation of the Constitution.
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The secession of the Southern states had a profound impact on the United States. It led to the
formation of two opposing sides: the Union, consisting of the Northern states, and the Confederacy,
consisting of the seceded Southern states. The Civil War, which lasted from 1861 to 1865, resulted

in immense loss of life and had far-reaching consequences for the nation.

Abraham Lincoln's presidency during this tumultuous period played a crucial role in shaping
the outcome of the Civil War. His leadership, determination, and commitment to preserving the

Union were instrumental in the ultimate victory of the Union forces and the abolition of slavery.

In conclusion, the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860 and the subsequent secession of
Southern states were pivotal moments in American history. The election highlighted the deep
divisions over slavery, while secession led to the outbreak of the Civil War. These events set the

stage for the Union's struggle to preserve the nation and the fight for the abolition of slavery.

I1l.  Key Battles and Turning Points

1. Fort Sumter (1861)

Fort Sumter, located in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, is a historic fort that played a
significant role in the American Civil War. This fort is known for being the site of the first shots

fired in the war, marking the beginning of the conflict between the Union and Confederate forces.

Construction of Fort Sumter began in 1829 and was completed in 1861. Named after General
Thomas Sumter, a Revolutionary War hero, the fort was originally designed as a coastal defense
system to protect the harbor and the city of Charleston. It was built on an artificial island made of

granite and was equipped with powerful cannons.

In the years leading up to the Civil War, tensions between the Northern and Southern states
grew, primarily over the issue of slavery. South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union
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in December 1860, and Confederate forces took control of various federal installations, including

Fort Sumter.

On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces under the command of General P.G.T. Beauregard
opened fire on Fort Sumter, which was held by Union forces under the command of Major Robert
Anderson. This bombardment lasted for 34 hours, and despite being heavily outnumbered and

outgunned, Major Anderson and his men valiantly defended the fort.

Eventually, the Union forces were forced to surrender, and Fort Sumter fell to the Confederates.
This event marked the official start of the Civil War, and it sparked a wave of patriotism and
enlistment on both sides. President Abraham Lincoln called for volunteers to defend the Union, and

four more states seceded from the Union and joined the Confederacy.

Following the capture of Fort Sumter, it remained under Confederate control for almost four
years. However, as the war progressed, Union forces launched a series of military campaigns to
regain control of the fort and the surrounding area. It wasn't until February 1865, near the end of

the war, that Union troops finally recaptured Fort Sumter.

Today, Fort Sumter is a national historic site and is managed by the National Park Service.
Visitors can take a ferry to the fort and explore its grounds, including the museum which houses
numerous artifacts and exhibits related to the Civil War. The fort serves as a reminder of the events

that unfolded during this tumultuous period in American history.

In conclusion, Fort Sumter holds great historical significance as the site of the first shots fired
in the American Civil War. Its capture by Confederate forces in 1861 marked the beginning of a

long and bloody conflict that tore the nation apart. Today, it stands as a testament to the bravery

64



and sacrifice of those who fought and serves as a reminder of the importance of preserving our

nation's history.

2. Battle of Gettysburg (1863)

The Battle of Gettysburg, which took place from July 1 to July 3, 1863, was one of the most
significant battles of the American Civil War. It occurred in and around the town of Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania, and involved the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, led by General Robert E.
Lee, and the Union Army of the Potomac, commanded by General George G. Meade. This three-

day battle marked a turning point in the war and had a profound impact on its outcome.

The Battle of Gettysburg was the result of General Lee's second invasion of the North. After his
victory at the Battle of Chancellorsville in May 1863, Lee decided to take the war to Union soil
again, hoping to achieve a decisive victory that would force the North to negotiate peace.
Gettysburg was chosen as the battleground due to its strategic location and the presence of valuable

supplies.

On June 28, 1863, Confederate forces began to converge on Gettysburg, followed by Union
troops. The first clash occurred on July 1, when Confederate soldiers encountered Union cavalry
west of the town. As the fighting intensified, both sides rushed reinforcements to the area, resulting

in a full-scale battle.

General Robert E. Lee was the commander of the Confederate forces. He was a brilliant
tactician and had won several major battles prior to Gettysburg. General George G. Meade led the
Union forces and was appointed just days before the battle. Other notable figures included General

James Longstreet, General Joshua L. Chamberlain, and General John Buford.
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The Battle of Gettysburg consisted of three distinct days of intense fighting. On July 1, the
Confederates gained an early advantage and pushed the Union forces back through the town.
However, the Union soldiers made a stand on Cemetery Hill, Culp's Hill, and Little Round Top,

holding their positions.

July 2 saw the Confederate forces launching multiple attacks on the Union positions,
particularly targeting the flanks. The fighting was fierce, with heavy casualties on both sides.

Despite some initial successes, the Confederates were unable to break the Union lines.

The final day, July 3, witnessed the infamous Pickett's Charge. General Lee ordered a massive
assault on the center of the Union line, hoping to break through and win the battle. However, the
charge was met with a hail of Union artillery fire and musket volleys, resulting in heavy losses for

the Confederates. They were forced to retreat, and the battle was over.

The Battle of Gettysburg was a devastating defeat for the Confederacy. The Union victory here
boosted the morale of the Northern states and dealt a severe blow to the Confederate cause. It also
marked the farthest north the Confederate army would reach during the war. The battle resulted in

an estimated 51,000 casualties, making it one of the bloodiest battles in American history.

Gettysburg also prompted President Abraham Lincoln to deliver his famous Gettysburg
Address on November 19, 1863. In his speech, Lincoln honored the fallen soldiers and emphasized

the importance of preserving the Union and the ideals of freedom and equality.

In conclusion, the Battle of Gettysburg was a pivotal moment in the American Civil War. It

showecased the bravery and sacrifice of both Union and Confederate soldiers and demonstrated the
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significance of strategic planning and positioning in warfare. The battle's outcome had a profound

impact on the war and ultimately contributed to the Union's victory.

3. Emancipation Proclamation

The Emancipation Proclamation was a pivotal moment in American history. Issued by President
Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863, it declared that all slaves in Confederate territory were to be
set free. This landmark document played a crucial role in shaping the outcome of the American

Civil War and the future of slavery in the United States.

The Emancipation Proclamation was not a law passed by Congress, but rather an executive
order issued by President Lincoln as Commander-in-Chief of the Union Army. Its main objective
was to weaken the Confederacy by depriving it of its most valuable labor force — enslaved people.
By declaring slaves in Confederate-held territory to be free, the Proclamation aimed to undermine

the economic and military strength of the Southern states.

However, it is important to note that the Emancipation Proclamation did not abolish slavery
entirely. It only applied to states that had seceded from the Union and were in rebellion at the time.
Border states like Maryland, Kentucky, Delaware, and Missouri, which had not seceded, were
exempt from the Proclamation. Slavery would not be officially abolished in the United States until

the passage of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution in 1865.

Despite its limitations, the Emancipation Proclamation had significant symbolic and practical
implications. It served as a powerful statement against the institution of slavery and signaled a shift
in the Union's goals for the Civil War. From that point forward, the Union Army actively sought to

liberate enslaved people and enlist them in the fight against the Confederacy.
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The Proclamation also had international implications. By officially declaring the Union's
opposition to slavery, it made it difficult for European powers, particularly Great Britain and
France, to support the Confederacy. These countries had abolished slavery in their own territories
and were increasingly critical of the institution. The Emancipation Proclamation further

strengthened the Union's moral standing and helped prevent foreign intervention in the Civil War.

It is important to recognize that while the Emancipation Proclamation was a significant step
towards ending slavery, it did not immediately grant freedom to all enslaved people. The actual
emancipation of slaves relied on the success of the Union Army and the enforcement of the
Proclamation in Confederate territory. It was a process that unfolded over time and required further

legislation and constitutional amendments to ensure the full abolition of slavery.

In conclusion, the Emancipation Proclamation was a landmark document that declared the
freedom of slaves in Confederate-held territory during the American Civil War. Although it had
limitations and did not abolish slavery entirely, it played a crucial role in reshaping the course of
the war and shifting public opinion on the institution of slavery. Its impact extended beyond the

borders of the United States and contributed to the eventual end of slavery in America.

IV. End of the War

1. Surrender at Appomattox Court House

On April 9, 1865, one of the most significant events in American history took place at
Appomattox Court House in Virginia. It was the day when General Robert E. Lee, the commander
of the Confederate Army, surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant, the commander of the Union
Army. This surrender marked the end of the Civil War, a conflict that had torn the nation apart for

four long years.
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The surrender at Appomattox Court House was not just a military event; it was a symbolic
moment that signaled the beginning of the healing and reunification of the United States. The terms
of the surrender were generous, with Grant offering favorable conditions to the Confederate
soldiers. This gesture aimed to facilitate the transition from war to peace and to prevent further

bloodshed.

The meeting between Lee and Grant took place in the parlor of the McLean House, owned
by Wilmer McLean. It was a modest setting for such a momentous occasion. The two generals
discussed the terms of surrender, and ultimately, Lee agreed to surrender his army. The Confederate
soldiers were allowed to return to their homes, and their horses and mules were to be kept for spring

planting.

Although the surrender at Appomattox Court House did not officially end the war, it had a
profound impact on the course of history. The news spread quickly, and celebrations erupted across
the North. The end of the war meant that the Union had been preserved and that slavery, the root

cause of the conflict, would soon come to an end.

In the days following the surrender, other Confederate generals and their armies also
surrendered, effectively bringing the Civil War to a close. The surrender at Appomattox Court
House set the stage for the process of Reconstruction, during which the nation would grapple with

the challenges of rebuilding and reconciling after the war.

The significance of the surrender at Appomattox Court House cannot be overstated. It
marked a turning point in American history, ending a devastating war and setting the stage for a
new era of unity and progress. The events that transpired on that fateful day in April 1865 continue

to resonate today, reminding us of the importance of reconciliation and the power of forgiveness.
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In conclusion, the surrender at Appomattox Court House in 1865 was a pivotal moment in
American history. It brought an end to the Civil War and set the stage for the reunification of the
United States. The generosity and magnanimity shown by General Grant in the terms of surrender
helped to foster healing and reconciliation. The surrender at Appomattox Court House serves as a
powerful reminder of the importance of finding common ground and working towards a better

future, even in the face of great adversity

General Robert E. Lee's surrender to General Ulysses S. Grant marked the end of the
American Civil War and is considered a significant event in American history. The surrender took

place on April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House in Virginia

After four years of intense fighting, General Lee's Confederate Army of Northern Virginia
had been gradually pushed back by General Grant's Union Army. By early 1865, Lee's army was

severely depleted and faced increasing pressure from Grant's forces.

As the Union army closed in on Richmond, the Confederate capital, Lee decided to abandon
the city and retreat westward in hopes of joining forces with other Confederate units. However,

Grant pursued Lee, aiming to bring an end to the war.

On April 9, 1865, Lee's army found itself surrounded by Grant's forces near Appomattox
Court House. Realizing the dire situation and the futility of further resistance, General Lee chose

to seek terms of surrender.

General Grant, recognizing the significance of the moment, offered generous terms to Lee
and his army. The terms allowed Lee's soldiers to retain their personal belongings, horses, and
officers' sidearms. Grant also provided rations to Lee's hungry men since they had been cut off from

their supply lines.
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On the morning of April 9, General Lee arrived at the McLean House in Appomattox Court
House to meet with General Grant. The two generals conducted a brief meeting, during which the

details of surrender were discussed and agreed upon.

Following the meeting, General Lee returned to his army and informed them of the surrender
terms. Lee's soldiers, though saddened by the outcome, accepted the reality and began to lay down
their arms. This marked the end of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia and effectively

ended the Civil War.

General Grant's magnanimous terms of surrender were significant in fostering a spirit of
reconciliation and healing between the North and the South. Rather than seeking vengeance or

punishment, Grant aimed to reunite the country and move forward.

The surrender at Appomattox Court House is often seen as a symbolic moment of
reconciliation and the first step towards healing the wounds caused by the Civil War. It signaled
the beginning of the end of the Confederacy and paved the way for the eventual reunification of the

United States.

All in all, General Robert E. Lee's surrender to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox
Court House marked the end of the Civil War and represented a pivotal moment in American
history. The generous terms offered by Grant helped to foster reconciliation and set the stage for

the reunification of the United States.

Exercise:

In a well-structured essay, explain the main reasons behind the American Civil War
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Chapter Four: The American Reconstruction
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Introduction

The Reconstruction era was a transformative period in American history that reshaped the
nation in numerous ways. The era redefined the relationship between the federal government and
state governments, as well as the responsibilities of government itself. Consequently, the
Reconstruction era was a time of change in America's political life. In addition, it also highlighted
the differences between political and economic democracy. The Reconstruction era expanded the
franchise and redefined U.S. citizenship by permanently altering the federal system and the

definition of American citizenship.

During the era, a politically mobilized Black community joined with white allies to bring the
Republican Party to power in the South. The Reconstruction era began with the arrival of the first
United States soldiers in slaveholding territories and the escape of enslaved people from plantations
and farms. Congress passed a series of Reconstruction Acts that divided the former Confederacy

into five military districts and laid out requirements for readmittance to the Union.

Congress also passed three constitutional amendments during the period that permanently
abolished slavery, defined birthright citizenship and guaranteed due process and equal protection
under the law, and granted all males the ability to vote by prohibiting voter discrimination based on
race, color, or previous condition of servitude. Although Reconstruction attempted to give African
Americans full equality, it quickly turned into a nightmare of violence and oppression for them.
The commitment to abolish slavery was not accompanied by a commitment to equal rights or equal

protection for African Americans.
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Reconstruction brought about far-reaching changes to America's social, political, and economic
life. However, our collective ignorance of what happened during the Reconstruction era has
contributed to misinformed stereotypes and misguided false narratives, and the legacy of racial

injutice persists due to ignorance about the Reconstruction era.

Course Description:

The American Reconstruction course explores the complex historical period following the Civil

War, examining the social, economic, and political changes that took place in the United States.

Course Objectives:

1. Analyze the impact of Reconstruction on race relations, citizenship, and civil rights.
2. Evaluate the successes and failures of Reconstruction policies.

3. Examine the role of key figures and groups in shaping Reconstruction.
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I. Emancipation Proclamation and the End of the Civil War

As stated before in the previous lecture, the American Civil War, which took place from 1861
to 1865, was a conflict between the Northern states, known as the Union, and the Southern states,
known as the Confederacy. The war ended with a Union victory, which had significant implications

for the nation.

The Emancipation Proclamation and the end of the Civil War were two important moments in
American history. The Emancipation Proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln on
January 1, 1863, declared that all slaves in Confederate territory were to be set free. This
proclamation was a significant step towards ending slavery, but it did not immediately free all
enslaved people in the United States. It was not until the end of the Civil War in 1865 that slavery

was officially abolished.

The Emancipation Proclamation was a wartime measure that aimed to weaken the Confederacy
by depriving it of its labor force. It declared that any enslaved person in Confederate-held territory
who escaped to Union lines would be considered free. The proclamation also allowed for the
enlistment of African Americans in the Union Army and Navy, which significantly strengthened

the Union forces.

However, the Emancipation Proclamation had its limitations. It only applied to states in
rebellion against the Union and did not free slaves in border states like Delaware, Maryland,
Kentucky, and Missouri, which remained loyal to the Union. Additionally, the proclamation relied
on the Union's military success to enforce it. As long as the Confederate states remained in control

of their territory, they could continue to hold enslaved people.
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The proclamation did, however, have a profound impact on the course of the Civil War. By
shifting the focus of the war from preserving the Union to ending slavery, it garnered international
support for the Union cause and undermined the Confederacy's attempts to gain recognition and aid

from foreign countries, particularly Britain and France.

The end of the Civil War came with the surrender of the Confederate Army to the Union forces
on April 9, 1865. General Robert E. Lee's surrender at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, marked
the beginning of the end for the Confederacy. With the defeat of the Confederate forces, the Union's

victory was assured, and the abolition of slavery became a reality for the entire country.

The end of the Civil War brought about several significant changes in American society. The
Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified on December 6, 1865, officially
abolished slavery throughout the nation. This amendment superseded the Emancipation
Proclamation and ensured that the freedom of all enslaved people was not dependent on the outcome

of the war.

The end of the Civil War also led to the Reconstruction era, a period of significant political,
social, and economic changes in the South. Reconstruction aimed to rebuild the Southern states and
address the issues of racial equality and civil rights for African Americans. However, the promises
of Reconstruction were not fully realized, and African Americans continued to face discrimination

and oppression in the years that followed.

In conclusion, the Emancipation Proclamation and the end of the Civil War were crucial
milestones in the fight against slavery in the United States. While the Emancipation Proclamation

did not immediately free all enslaved people, it paved the way for the eventual abolition of slavery.
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The end of the Civil War solidified the Union's victory and led to the passage of the Thirteenth
Amendment, officially ending slavery and setting the stage for the challenges and struggles of the

Reconstruction era.

Il. Presidential Reconstruction

1. Andrew Johnson's Presidency and his Approach to Reconstruction

Andrew Johnson served as the 17th President of the United States from 1865 to 1869. He
assumed office after the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln and played a significant role
in shaping the country's Reconstruction policies. In this research text, we will explore Andrew

Johnson's presidency and his approach to Reconstruction.

Andrew Johnson was born on December 29, 1808, in Raleigh, North Carolina. He grew up in
poverty and had limited formal education. Johnson worked as a tailor before entering politics and

eventually becoming the governor of Tennessee.

Johnson became president in the midst of the Civil War's final stages and faced the challenging
task of rebuilding the nation. His approach to Reconstruction differed from that of his predecessor,

Abraham Lincoln.

Johnson believed in a more lenient approach towards the Southern states that had seceded from
the Union. He wanted to quickly restore the Union and grant amnesty to most Confederate leaders
and supporters. Johnson's plan, known as Presidential Reconstruction, aimed to return power to the

Southern states as soon as possible.

In May 1865, Johnson issued a proclamation offering amnesty and pardon to those who

participated in the rebellion, excluding high-ranking Confederate officials and wealthy plantation
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owners. This proclamation aimed to bring Southern states back into the Union and restore their

rights.

Johnson's lenient approach to Reconstruction clashed with the more radical views of the
Republican-dominated Congress. The Radical Republicans believed in protecting the rights of freed

slaves and punishing the former Confederates for their role in the Civil War.

As tensions between Johnson and Congress escalated, the Radical Republicans passed a series
of Reconstruction Acts in 1867. These acts divided the South into military districts and required
Southern states to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment, granting equal protection under the law, as a

condition for readmission to the Union.

Johnson's clashes with Congress reached a breaking point when he violated the Tenure of Office
Act by removing the Secretary of War, Edwin M. Stanton, from office without Senate approval.
The House of Representatives impeached Johnson in 1868, but he narrowly avoided removal from

office after a Senate trial.

Andrew Johnson's presidency and approach to Reconstruction are widely debated among
historians. Some argue that his lenient policies allowed former Confederates to regain power and
perpetuate racial inequality, while others believe he faced significant challenges and did the best he

could under the circumstances.

In conclusion, Andrew Johnson's presidency was marked by his unique approach to
Reconstruction. His lenient policies clashed with the more radical views of Congress, leading to
impeachment proceedings. The impact of his presidency and Reconstruction policies continues to

shape discussions on race, equality, and the aftermath of the Civil War in American history.

2. Johnson's Lenient Policies towards the South and Their Consequences

78



During the Reconstruction era following the American Civil War, President Andrew Johnson
implemented lenient policies towards the Southern states that had seceded from the Union. These
policies aimed to quickly restore the former Confederate states to their pre-war status and
reintegrate them into the Union. However, Johnson's approach had significant consequences for the

South and the overall process of Reconstruction.

One of Johnson's key policies was the issuance of pardons to former Confederates. This
allowed many former Confederate leaders and soldiers to regain their political rights and positions.
While Johnson believed that this leniency would promote reconciliation and unity, it had the
unintended consequence of enabling former Confederates to regain power and influence in the
Southern states. This, in turn, hindered the progress of civil rights for freed slaves and perpetuated

racial inequality.

Another aspect of Johnson's lenient policy was his opposition to the enforcement of equal
rights for African Americans. He vetoed several civil rights bills, including the Civil Rights Act of
1866 and the Freedmen's Bureau Bill. Johnson argued that these measures were an overreach of
federal power and infringed upon the rights of the Southern states. His stance on civil rights further

deepened the divide between the North and the South and prolonged the struggle for racial equality.

Johnson's leniency towards the South also had economic implications. Under his policies,
Southern states were allowed to enact laws known as "Black Codes." These laws imposed severe
restrictions on the rights and freedoms of African Americans, essentially creating a system of
legalized segregation. The Black Codes, coupled with the lack of federal support for economic
development in the South, contributed to the continued impoverishment of African Americans and

hindered their ability to fully participate in society.

79



Furthermore, Johnson's lenient policies led to the rise of white supremacist organizations such
as the Ku Klux Klan. With the absence of strong federal intervention, these groups took matters
into their own hands, using violence and intimidation to maintain white supremacy and suppress
African American civil rights. The rise of the Ku Klux Klan and similar groups further undermined
the progress made during Reconstruction and prolonged the era of racial discrimination in the

South.

In conclusion, Johnson's lenient policies towards the South during Reconstruction had far-
reaching consequences. While his intentions may have been to promote reconciliation and unity,
the reality was that these policies hindered the progress of civil rights for African Americans,
perpetuated racial inequality, and allowed for the rise of white supremacist organizations. The
consequences of Johnson's leniency were felt for generations to come and continue to shape the

legacy of Reconstruction in American history.

3. Passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

The 13", 14" and 15" Amendments to the United States Constitution are collectively known
as the Civil War Amendments. These amendments were passed in the aftermath of the American

Civil War and aimed to guarantee equal rights and protection under the law for African Americans.

The 13" Amendment, ratified in 1865, abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, except as
punishment for a crime. It was a landmark moment in American history, as it officially ended the
institution of slavery that had been deeply entrenched in the country for centuries. The passage of
the 13th Amendment marked a significant step towards racial equality and freedom for African

Americans.
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The 14™ Amendment, ratified in 1868, granted citizenship to all persons born or naturalized in
the United States, including former slaves. It also provided equal protection under the law and
prohibited states from denying any person within their jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.
The 14th Amendment aimed to ensure that all citizens, regardless of their race or background, were

treated equally by the government and the legal system.

The 15" Amendment, ratified in 1870, prohibited the denial of voting rights based on race,
color, or previous condition of servitude. This amendment was particularly significant as it sought
to secure the right to vote for African American men, who had been previously excluded from
participating in the democratic process. While the 15th Amendment did not immediately guarantee
universal suffrage for all African Americans, it laid the foundation for the eventual expansion of

voting rights.

The passage of these three amendments was a critical turning point in American history. They
represented a concerted effort to address the injustices faced by African Americans and to ensure
their full participation in society. However, it is important to note that the struggle for civil rights
and equality continued long after the ratification of these amendments, and many challenges and

obstacles remained.

Today, the aforementioned Amendments continue to shape the legal framework for civil rights
in the United States. They serve as a reminder of the ongoing struggle for equality and justice, and
their principles continue to be invoked in legal battles and discussions surrounding issues of

discrimination and equal protection.

In conclusion, the passage of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments marked significant

milestones in the fight for civil rights in the United States. These amendments abolished slavery,
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granted citizenship and equal protection under the law, and protected the right to vote. While
challenges and inequalities persist, these amendments remain important pillars of the American

legal system and serve as a reminder of the ongoing pursuit of equality for all.

I1l.  Congressional Reconstruction

1. Radical Republicans and their Vision for Reconstruction

During the Reconstruction Era in the United States, from 1865 to 1877, a group of politicians
known as the Radical Republicans played a significant role in shaping the country's future. The
Radical Republicans held a firm belief in the need for drastic changes to ensure equality and justice

for all citizens, particularly African Americans who had been enslaved.

The Radical Republicans' vision for Reconstruction can be understood by examining their main
goals and policies. Firstly, they aimed to secure civil rights and political equality for freed slaves.
They strongly advocated for the extension of voting rights and the right to hold public office to

African Americans, as they believed it was essential for their full integration into society.

To achieve their goals, the Radical Republicans passed several key pieces of legislation. One
notable example is the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which granted citizenship and equal rights to all
individuals born in the United States, regardless of race or color. Additionally, they played a crucial
role in the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1868, which

granted equal protection under the law to all citizens.

Another important aspect of the Radical Republicans' vision for Reconstruction was the pursuit
of economic justice. They believed that economic opportunities should be extended to all citizens,
regardless of their race or social status. To this end, they advocated for land redistribution,

particularly for former slaves who had been denied property ownership during slavery.
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Furthermore, the Radical Republicans were committed to ensuring that the southern states were
held accountable for their actions during the Civil War. They supported the military occupation of
the South and the enforcement of strict policies to prevent the reestablishment of white supremacy

and the oppression of African Americans.

While the Radical Republicans' vision for Reconstruction was bold and progressive, their ideas
faced significant opposition. Many white Southerners, who resented the changes brought about by
the Civil War and Reconstruction, actively resisted the implementation of these policies.
Additionally, disagreements within the Republican Party itself, as well as the eventual waning of

public support for Reconstruction, hindered the full realization of the Radical Republicans' vision.

In conclusion, the Radical Republicans played a crucial role in shaping the vision for
Reconstruction in the United States. Their commitment to civil rights, political equality, economic
justice, and holding the Southern states accountable left a lasting impact on the nation. Although
their goals were not fully achieved during the Reconstruction Era, their efforts laid the groundwork

for future civil rights movements and advancements in American society.

2. Reconstruction Acts of 1867 and Their Effects on the Southern States

The Reconstruction Acts of 1867 were a series of laws passed by the United States Congress
with the goal of reorganizing the Southern states after the American Civil War. These acts aimed
to address the political, social, and economic issues that arose in the aftermath of the war and ensure
the rights and protection of newly freed African Americans. In this research text, we will explore

the Reconstruction Acts of 1867 and discuss their significant effects on the Southern states.

The Reconstruction Acts consisted of several key provisions that were designed to bring about

a radical transformation in the Southern states. One of the primary objectives was to establish
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military control over the South and enforce the principles of civil rights and equality. Under these
acts, the Southern states were divided into five military districts, each under the command of a
Union general. This military presence was intended to safeguard the rights of freed slaves and

ensure a fair and democratic reconstruction process.

The first step of the Reconstruction Acts was to require the Southern states to draft new state
constitutions that granted suffrage to all male citizens, regardless of race. This marked a significant
departure from the pre-war era when African Americans were systematically denied their right to
vote. The acts also mandated the ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment, which granted
citizenship to all individuals born or naturalized in the United States and guaranteed equal

protection under the law.

It is important to note that the Reconstruction Acts faced significant opposition from Southern
white supremacists who were resistant to change. These opponents formed various groups, such as
the Ku Klux Klan, to intimidate and suppress African Americans from exercising their newfound
rights. Despite these challenges, the Reconstruction Acts laid the foundation for progress and

equality in the South.

The effects of the Reconstruction Acts on the Southern states were far-reaching. One of the
most notable outcomes was the significant increase in political power for African Americans. With
the right to vote and hold office, many African Americans were elected to local, state, and even
federal positions. This marked a historic shift in the political landscape of the South and provided

a platform for African Americans to advocate for their rights and interests.

Additionally, the Reconstruction Acts facilitated the establishment of public education systems

in the Southern states. Prior to the Civil War, education for African Americans was severely limited,
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if not entirely nonexistent. The acts mandated the provision of public education for all citizens,
regardless of race, leading to the establishment of schools and the expansion of educational

opportunities for African Americans.

Despite these positive changes, the Reconstruction Acts also faced significant challenges and
ultimately fell short of achieving their intended goals. The withdrawal of federal troops from the
South in 1877 marked the end of Reconstruction, and many Southern states quickly reverted to
policies of racial segregation and discrimination. African Americans faced widespread

disenfranchisement, violence, and systemic racism, which persisted for decades.

In conclusion, the Reconstruction Acts of 1867 were a significant milestone in American
history, aiming to rebuild and transform the Southern states in the aftermath of the Civil War. While
they brought about positive changes such as political empowerment and improved educational
opportunities for African Americans, the effects of these acts were ultimately limited by opposition
and the subsequent abandonment of federal intervention. The legacy of the Reconstruction Acts

continues to shape the ongoing struggle for racial equality and justice in the United States.

3. Creation of the Freedmen's Bureau and its Role in Aiding Newly Freed Slaves

In the aftermath of the American Civil War, the United States faced the immense challenge of
assisting and integrating millions of newly freed slaves into society. To address this critical need,
the U.S. government established the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,

commonly known as the Freedmen's Bureau, on March 3, 1865.

The Freedmen's Bureau was created as a federal agency under the jurisdiction of the War
Department. Its primary mission was to provide support, guidance, and resources to the newly

emancipated African Americans and poor white Southerners in the Southern states. The Bureau's
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establishment marked an unprecedented effort by the U.S. government to assist marginalized

communities during the turbulent period of Reconstruction.

The Freedmen's Bureau played a crucial role in various aspects of the lives of newly freed
slaves, including education, employment, healthcare, and legal protection. Let's explore these areas

in more detail.

The Bureau recognized the importance of education as a means of empowerment and worked
tirelessly to establish schools for freedmen and their children. By the time the Bureau was officially
dissolved in 1872, it had established over 3,000 schools across the South, providing education to

approximately 247,000 African Americans.

Metaphorical Sentence: The Freedmen's Bureau planted the seeds of knowledge, allowing the buds

of education to blossom in the hearts and minds of the newly freed slaves.

Recognizing the economic challenges faced by the newly emancipated population, the Bureau
took initiatives to secure employment opportunities for freedmen. It established a labor system to
negotiate fair wages between former slaves and plantation owners. Additionally, the Bureau
assisted in land redistribution, aiming to provide self-sufficiency and economic independence to

African Americans.

The Bureau recognized the urgent need for healthcare services among the freedmen and
established hospitals, clinics, and orphanages to provide medical care to the community. It also
employed doctors and nurses to ensure the well-being of those in need. The Bureau's healthcare

initiatives aimed to address the health disparities resulting from years of slavery and neglect.
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The Freedmen's Bureau played a vital role in ensuring legal protection for newly freed slaves.
It helped establish and enforce labor contracts, protected freedmen from unfair labor practices, and
provided legal aid in cases of injustice and discrimination. The Bureau's efforts aimed to secure the

civil and legal rights of African Americans during the tumultuous period of Reconstruction.

In conclusion, the creation of the Freedmen's Bureau marked a pivotal moment in American
history, demonstrating the government's recognition of the need to support and uplift the newly
freed slaves. Through its multifaceted initiatives in education, employment, healthcare, and legal
protection, the Bureau played a crucial role in advancing the rights and well-being of African
Americans during the challenging era of Reconstruction. Although the Bureau was dissolved in
1872, its legacy and impact continue to resonate in the ongoing pursuit of equality and justice for

all.

IV. African Americans during Reconstruction
1. Political Participation and the Rise of African American Politicians

Political participation refers to the involvement of individuals in the political process, including
activities such as voting, running for office, and engaging in political campaigns. Over the years,
the United States has seen a significant increase in political participation by African Americans.
This rise in African American politicians has played a crucial role in shaping the political landscape
of the country. In this research text, we will explore the historical context, challenges faced, and

achievements of African American politicians in the United States.

The history of African American political participation in the United States dates back to the
era of slavery. Despite facing immense oppression and systemic barriers, African Americans have

consistently fought for their rights and representation in politics. The Reconstruction Era following
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the Civil War marked the first significant wave of African American political participation, with

the election of several African American politicians to local and state offices.

Throughout history, African American politicians have faced numerous challenges and
obstacles in their quest for political participation. Racial discrimination, voter suppression, and
limited access to resources and opportunities have hindered their progress. Even after the passage
of civil rights legislation, African American politicians still encounter racial bias and stereotypes

that can impact their campaigns and public perception.

Despite the challenges, African American politicians have made significant achievements in the
political arena. In 1870, Hiram Revels became the first African American to serve in the United
States Senate. Since then, African Americans have held various positions at the local, state, and
federal levels. Notable figures include Shirley Chisholm, who became the first African American
woman elected to Congress in 1968, and Barack Obama, who made history as the first African

American President of the United States in 2008.

The rise of African American politicians has had a profound impact on the political landscape
of the United States. Their representation brings diverse perspectives and experiences to policy-
making and helps address issues that disproportionately affect African American communities.
African American politicians have been at the forefront of advocating for civil rights, social justice,

and equal opportunities for all.

In conclusion, political participation plays a crucial role in shaping the democratic process, and
the rise of African American politicians has been a significant milestone in the United States.
Despite facing challenges and barriers, African American politicians have made substantial

contributions to the political landscape and continue to inspire future generations. Their
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achievements serve as a reminder of the importance of inclusivity, representation, and equal

participation in a diverse and democratic society.

2. Social and Economic Advancements of African Americans

African Americans have made significant social and economic advancements throughout
history, overcoming numerous obstacles and challenges. This research text will explore the progress
made by African Americans in various areas, including education, civil rights, entrepreneurship,

and political representation.

Education has played a crucial role in the advancement of African Americans. Despite facing
racial segregation and discrimination, African Americans have fought for equal educational
opportunities. One significant milestone was the landmark Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of
Education in 1954, which led to the desegregation of schools. This decision paved the way for

African American students to attend previously all-white schools and receive a quality education.

The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s was a pivotal moment in the history of
African Americans. Activists like Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Malcolm X fought
tirelessly for equal rights and an end to racial segregation. Their efforts led to the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, ensuring legal protections for African

Americans and guaranteeing their right to vote.

African Americans have made significant strides in entrepreneurship, starting and growing
successful businesses. Despite facing systemic barriers and limited access to resources, African
American entrepreneurs have demonstrated resilience and innovation. Prominent examples include
Madam C.J. Walker, the first self-made female millionaire in the United States, and Oprah Winfrey,

a media mogul and philanthropist.
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African Americans have worked hard to gain political representation at various levels, from
local to national. In 1870, the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution granted
African American men the right to vote. Since then, African Americans have held positions in
government, including mayors, governors, and members of Congress. Barack Obama's election as
the first African American President of the United States in 2008 was a significant milestone in

political history.

African Americans have also made strides in economic empowerment, with an increasing
number achieving financial success and upward mobility. However, systemic inequalities and
disparities persist, including a racial wealth gap and limited access to capital. Efforts are underway
to address these challenges through initiatives like increased access to affordable housing, financial

literacy programs, and support for minority-owned businesses.

In conclusion, African Americans have made significant social and economic advancements
throughout history, despite facing immense challenges. From education and civil rights to
entrepreneurship and political representation, their accomplishments have shaped the landscape of
the United States. However, it is essential to continue addressing systemic inequalities and working

towards a more inclusive and equitable society for all.

3. Rise of Black Communities and Educational Opportunities

The history of Black communities in the United States is intertwined with the struggle for
educational opportunities. From the time of slavery to the present day, Black individuals and
communities have fought for equal access to education, facing various challenges and making
significant achievements along the way. This research text will delve into the rise of Black

communities and the evolving landscape of educational opportunities for Black Americans.
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The history of Black communities in the United States is a story of resilience, perseverance,
and the pursuit of education. This research text aims to shed light on the struggles and triumphs of

Black Americans in their quest for educational opportunities.

During slavery, enslaved individuals were systematically denied access to education.
Slaveholders prohibited them from learning to read and write, fearing that education would
empower them to challenge the institution of slavery. Despite these obstacles, some enslaved
individuals managed to acquire literacy skills covertly, with the help of sympathetic white allies or

through clandestine schools established within their communities.

After the Civil War, during the Reconstruction era, the federal government established the
Freedmen's Bureau to assist newly freed slaves in their transition to freedom. The bureau played a
crucial role in providing educational opportunities to Black communities by establishing schools
and colleges specifically for freed slaves. Institutions like Howard University and Atlanta

University were founded during this period.

The Jim Crow era saw the rise of systematic racial segregation and discrimination. Separate
but unequal educational systems were established, depriving Black communities of resources and
quality education. Despite these challenges, Black communities and leaders, such as Booker T.
Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois, advocated for equal educational opportunities and fought for

educational reforms.

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s brought about significant changes in the
educational landscape. Landmark Supreme Court cases, such as Brown v. Board of Education,

declared segregation in public schools unconstitutional. This ruling paved the way for the
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desegregation of schools and the dismantling of discriminatory practices that had long denied Black

students equal access to education.

While progress has been made, challenges persist in ensuring equal educational opportunities
for Black communities. Disparities in funding, resources, and access to quality education continue
to be significant issues. However, there have been notable achievements, including the rise of
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUSs) and the increased representation of Black

individuals in higher education.

To conclude, the rise of Black communities and the quest for educational opportunities have
been intertwined throughout American history. From the struggles of slavery to the fight for equal
access during the Civil Rights Movement and beyond, Black communities have demonstrated
resilience and determination. It is essential to continue addressing the existing challenges and

working towards a more equitable educational system for all.

V. Challenges and Resistance

After the American Civil War, the United States entered a period known as Reconstruction,
during which efforts were made to rebuild the country and address the issues of the recently
emancipated slaves. However, this period was met with significant resistance in the southern states.
In this research text, we will explore the reasons behind the southern resistance to Reconstruction

policies and its impact on the nation.

1. Southern Resistance to Reconstruction Policies

One of the key reasons for southern resistance to Reconstruction policies was the economic
impact they had on the region. The abolition of slavery meant the loss of a cheap labor force for the

southern plantation owners. As a result, they faced economic hardships and struggled to adapt to
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the changing labor dynamics. The policies implemented during Reconstruction, such as land
redistribution and the establishment of labor rights for freed slaves, further exacerbated these

economic challenges.

The political landscape of the southern states also played a significant role in the resistance
to Reconstruction policies. Many white southerners who had held positions of power before the war
felt threatened by the changes brought about by Reconstruction. They resented the presence of
northern troops and federal authorities, viewing them as an intrusion on their states' rights and an

infringement on their political autonomy.

The social dynamics within the southern states also contributed to the resistance against
Reconstruction policies. Deep-seated racial prejudices and a belief in white supremacy were
prevalent in the region. The idea of granting equal rights and opportunities to former slaves was
met with strong opposition, as it challenged the established social order. Groups such as the Ku
Klux Klan emerged during this time, using violence and intimidation to suppress the advancement

of civil rights for African Americans.

The southern states utilized legal means to resist Reconstruction policies. They enacted a
series of laws known as the "Black Codes," which aimed to restrict the rights and freedoms of freed
slaves. These codes limited their ability to own property, vote, and access education. The southern
states also challenged federal legislation through legal battles, attempting to undermine the

authority of the federal government in implementing Reconstruction policies.

The resistance to Reconstruction policies eventually led to the end of this period. As the

federal government faced mounting challenges in enforcing its policies, public opinion in the North
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began to shift. The Compromise of 1877 marked a turning point, where federal troops were
withdrawn from the southern states, effectively ending Reconstruction. This allowed the southern
states to regain control over their political and social systems, leading to the establishment of Jim

Crow laws and the widespread disenfranchisement of African Americans.

In conclusion, the southern resistance to Reconstruction policies was driven by a
combination of economic, political, social, and legal factors. The loss of cheap labor, fear of
political infringement, racial prejudices, and legal challenges all contributed to the opposition faced
by Reconstruction efforts. Understanding this resistance is crucial to comprehending the

complexities of post-Civil War America and the long-lasting impact it had on the nation’s history.
2. Formation of White Supremacist Groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan

White supremacist groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), have a long and troubling history
in the United States. This research text aims to provide an in-depth understanding of the formation
and development of these groups, their ideologies, and their impact on society. It is important to
approach this topic with sensitivity, as it deals with historical events and ideologies that have caused

harm and perpetuated discrimination.

The formation of white supremacist groups can be traced back to the Reconstruction era
following the American Civil War (1861-1865). During this time, racial tensions were high as the
country grappled with the aftermath of slavery and the fight for civil rights for African Americans.
The KKK, formed in 1865, was one of the first and most prominent white supremacist

organizations.

White supremacist groups advocate for the belief in the inherent superiority of the white race

over other racial or ethnic groups. They promote a distorted interpretation of history, often
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emphasizing white achievements while denigrating and dehumanizing people of color. The KKK,
for example, has historically targeted African Americans, Jews, immigrants, and other minority

groups.

White supremacist groups like the KKK have typically operated in a hierarchical and secretive
manner. They have had leaders, known as Grand Wizards or Imperial Wizards, who oversee
regional chapters. These groups have used symbols and rituals to create a sense of unity and identity

among their members.

White supremacist groups have employed various tactics to recruit new members, including
propaganda, rallies, and online platforms. They often target individuals who may be disillusioned,
marginalized, or susceptible to extremist ideologies. Members of these groups may hold different

levels of involvement, ranging from active participants to passive supporters.

Throughout history, white supremacist groups have been responsible for numerous acts of
violence and terrorism. The KKK, for instance, has engaged in lynching, bombings, and other forms
of domestic terrorism to intimidate and oppress their targets. These acts have caused immense harm,

perpetuated fear, and hindered social progress.

Over time, counter-movements and legal actions have sought to challenge and dismantle white
supremacist groups. Civil rights organizations, community activists, and law enforcement agencies
have worked together to combat hate crimes, promote equality, and protect marginalized

communities.

The formation of white supremacist groups, like the Ku Klux Klan, represents a dark chapter in
U.S. history. Understanding their origins, ideologies, and impact is crucial in order to address and

challenge the systemic racism and discrimination that persists today. By promoting education,
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inclusivity, and social justice, we can work towards creating a more equitable and tolerant society

for all.

3. Violence and Intimidation Targeting African Americans and Their Allies

Violence and intimidation targeting African Americans and their allies is a significant issue that
has persisted throughout history. This research text aims to provide an overview of this topic,
examining its historical context, key incidents, and the impact it has on individuals and

communities.

The violence and intimidation targeting African Americans and their allies can be traced back
to the era of slavery and the Jim Crow laws that followed. During slavery, African Americans were
subjected to physical violence and psychological intimidation as a means of maintaining control
and enforcing racial hierarchy. The Ku Klux Klan, a white supremacist group, emerged during the
Reconstruction era and carried out acts of violence against African Americans and their white allies

who supported civil rights.

Throughout history, there have been several key incidents that exemplify the violence and
intimidation faced by African Americans and their allies. One such incident is the lynching of
Emmett Till in 1955. Till, a 14-year-old African American boy, was brutally murdered for allegedly
whistling at a white woman. His death sparked outrage and became a catalyst for the Civil Rights

Movement.

Another pivotal event is the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,

Alabama, in 1963. Four young African American girls were Killed in this racially motivated attack,
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highlighting the extreme violence aimed at African American communities during the Civil Rights

era.

The violence and intimidation targeting African Americans and their allies have far-reaching
consequences on individuals and communities. It instills fear, perpetuates racial inequality, and
undermines trust in the justice system. The constant threat of violence can have a detrimental effect
on the mental and emotional well-being of African Americans, creating a climate of fear and

insecurity.

Moreover, these acts of violence and intimidation can hinder progress towards racial equality
and social justice. They serve as a reminder of the deep-rooted racism and prejudice that still exist

in society, and they challenge the notion of equal rights and opportunities for all.

Despite the challenges, African Americans and their allies have consistently fought against
violence and intimidation, striving for equality and justice. Organizations such as the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and the Southern Poverty Law
Center (SPLC) have been instrumental in advocating for the rights of African Americans and

combating hate crimes.

Legislation and policies have also been implemented to address this issue. The Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 were significant milestones in the fight against racial
discrimination and violence. However, there is still much work to be done to eradicate violence and

intimidation targeting African Americans and their allies completely.

Violence and intimidation targeting African Americans and their allies have deep historical
roots and continue to be a pressing issue in contemporary society. Understanding the historical

context, key incidents, and the impact of these acts is crucial in fostering empathy, promoting
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change, and working towards a more inclusive and equitable society. Together, we must strive to
create a future where every individual is treated with dignity and respect, free from violence and

intimidation based on their race or ethnicity.

VI. End of Reconstruction
1. Compromise of 1877 and its Impact on the End of Reconstruction

The Compromise of 1877 was a significant event in American history that marked the end of
the Reconstruction era following the Civil War. This compromise, also known as the Great
Betrayal, had far-reaching effects on the political, social, and economic landscape of the United
States. In this research text, we will explore the details of the Compromise of 1877 and its impact

on the end of Reconstruction

After the Civil War, the United States embarked on a period of Reconstruction to rebuild the
nation and address the issues of slavery and racial inequality. The Reconstruction era lasted from
1865 to 1877 and aimed to establish civil rights for African Americans and reintegrate the South
into the Union. However, by the late 1870s, the political will to continue Reconstruction had waned,

and a compromise was sought to resolve the contentious election of 1876.

The presidential election of 1876 was one of the most disputed in American history. Republican
candidate Rutherford B. Hayes faced off against Democrat Samuel J. Tilden. Tilden won the
popular vote, but the electoral votes of four states - Florida, South Carolina, Louisiana, and Oregon

- were disputed.
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To resolve the electoral dispute and prevent a potential constitutional crisis, a compromise was
reached between the Republicans and Democrats. The Compromise of 1877 involved three key

components.

Withdrawal of Federal Troops: As part of the compromise, Republicans agreed to withdraw
federal troops from the Southern states. These troops had been stationed in the South since the end
of the Civil War to enforce Reconstruction policies and protect the rights of African Americans.
The withdrawal of troops effectively ended federal intervention in the South and allowed Southern

Democrats to regain control of their states.

Southern Democrat's Acceptance of Hayes as President: In return for the withdrawal of federal
troops, Southern Democrats agreed to accept Rutherford B. Hayes as the winner of the disputed
election. This decision ensured Hayes' presidency, as well as the removal of federal oversight in the

South.

Commitment to Southern Development: The Compromise of 1877 also included a commitment
from the federal government to support Southern development initiatives. This included federal
funding for internal improvements, such as railroads and infrastructure projects, in the South. This
commitment aimed to promote economic growth in the region and facilitate reconciliation between

the North and the South.

The Compromise of 1877 had a profound impact on the end of Reconstruction and the
subsequent course of American history. Here are some of the key consequences: Abandonment of
Civil Rights: With the withdrawal of federal troops, Southern states were left to their own devices.
This resulted in the abandonment of civil rights for African Americans and the rise of Jim Crow

laws, which enforced racial segregation and discrimination in the South for decades to come. The
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end of Reconstruction marked a setback for the civil rights movement and delayed progress towards

racial equality.

Solidification of Democratic Power in the South: The Compromise of 1877 allowed Southern
Democrats to regain political control of their states. This led to the establishment of one-party rule
in the South, with Democrats dominating local and state politics for many years. The solidification
of Democratic power in the South had long-lasting effects on national politics and influenced the

balance of power between Democrats and Republicans.

Reversal of Federal Intervention: The withdrawal of federal troops signaled the end of federal
intervention in the South. This shift in policy allowed Southern states to enact their own laws
without federal oversight, leading to the erosion of civil rights protections for African Americans.
The Compromise of 1877 effectively marked the end of Reconstruction and the federal

government's active involvement in promoting racial equality in the South.

In conclusion, the Compromise of 1877 played a pivotal role in bringing an end to the
Reconstruction era. While it resolved the disputed election of 1876 and prevented a constitutional
crisis, the compromise also had significant consequences. The withdrawal of federal troops, the
abandonment of civil rights for African Americans, and the solidification of Democratic power in
the South were among the lasting impacts of this compromise. Understanding the Compromise of
1877 is essential for comprehending the challenges and complexities of American history during

this critical period.

2. Withdrawal of Federal Troops from the South

100



The withdrawal of federal troops from the South refers to the removal of United States military
forces from the southern states after the Reconstruction era following the Civil War. This decision

had significant political, social, and economic implications for the region.

After the Civil War ended in 1865, the United States entered a period known as Reconstruction.
During this time, the federal government implemented policies to reconstruct the South and ensure
the rights and freedoms of newly freed African Americans. One of the key elements of

Reconstruction was the presence of federal troops in the South.

The federal troops were stationed in the South to maintain order, protect the rights of African
Americans, and enforce the new laws and amendments that aimed to secure equality for all citizens.
The troops played a crucial role in preventing acts of violence and intimidation against African

Americans by white supremacist groups such as the Ku Klux Klan.

The presence of federal troops in the South was met with resistance from white Southerners
who opposed the changes brought about by Reconstruction. They resented the military occupation
and viewed it as an infringement on their states' rights. Some argued that the presence of troops was

unnecessary and that the region should be allowed to govern itself.

In the 1870s, public opinion in the North began to shift, and there was a growing desire to move
on from Reconstruction. As a result, federal troops were gradually withdrawn from the South. The
Compromise of 1877, which settled the disputed presidential election of 1876, included an

agreement to remove the remaining federal troops from the South.

With the removal of federal troops, white Southern Democrats regained control of state

governments and implemented policies that aimed to restrict the rights of African Americans. These
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policies, known as Jim Crow laws, enforced segregation and denied African Americans access to

education, voting rights, and public facilities.

The withdrawal of federal troops contributed to the rise of racial violence and discrimination in
the South. African Americans faced increasing hostility and were subjected to acts of violence,
including lynching. The withdrawal of federal protection left them vulnerable to the oppression of

white supremacist groups.

The withdrawal of federal troops also had economic implications. With the decline of federal
intervention, the Southern economy became increasingly reliant on agriculture, particularly cotton.
This led to a cycle of poverty and dependence on large landowners, perpetuating economic

inequality in the region.

To conclude, the withdrawal of federal troops from the South marked the end of the
Reconstruction era and had far-reaching consequences for the region. It resulted in the erosion of
civil rights and the entrenchment of racial segregation and discrimination. Understanding this
historical event is crucial for comprehending the challenges faced by African Americans in their

pursuit of equality and justice.

4. The Emergence of Jim Crow Laws and the Era of Segregation

Jim Crow laws were a series of state and local laws in the United States that enforced racial
segregation and discrimination against African Americans. These laws were prevalent from the late
19th century into the mid-20th century and were named after a character in minstrel shows, which
were popular during that time. The era of segregation refers to the period when these laws were

enforced and had a profound impact on the lives of African Americans.
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The origins of Jim Crow laws can be traced back to the Reconstruction period following the
American Civil War. After the Civil War, the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments
were ratified, granting freedom, citizenship, and voting rights to African Americans. However, as
Reconstruction came to an end in the late 1870s, white supremacist groups gained power and sought

to reestablish white supremacy.

These groups used violence, intimidation, and discriminatory legislation to suppress the rights
and freedoms of African Americans. The Jim Crow laws were a result of this effort. These laws
mandated racial segregation in public facilities, such as schools, transportation, parks, restaurants,
and even drinking fountains. They also limited African Americans' access to voting rights and

further marginalized them in society.

The era of segregation was characterized by the systematic oppression and discrimination faced
by African Americans. Segregated schools were underfunded and provided inferior education
compared to white schools. African Americans were denied equal opportunities for employment,
housing, and economic advancement. They were subjected to racial violence and lynchings, which

were often carried out with impunity.

The Supreme Court's decision in the landmark case Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896 further solidified
the legality of segregation. The court ruled that "separate but equal” facilities were constitutional,
as long as they were provided to both races. However, in reality, the facilities for African Americans

were far from equal, perpetuating racial inequality and reinforcing the social hierarchy.

Despite the oppressive nature of Jim Crow laws, African Americans resisted and fought for
their rights. Activists like Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. Du Bois advocated for racial uplift

and equality through education and political activism. The formation of civil rights organizations,
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such as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), also played a

crucial role in challenging segregation and advocating for equal rights.

The era of segregation began to crumble in the mid-20th century with the rise of the Civil Rights
Movement. The pivotal Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education in 1954 declared separate
public schools for black and white students unconstitutional, overturning the "separate but equal”
doctrine established in Plessy v. Ferguson. This decision marked a significant step towards

dismantling segregation.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 further dismantled Jim Crow
laws and ensured equal rights and opportunities for African Americans. These landmark legislations

prohibited racial discrimination in public spaces and protected voting rights.

In conclusion, the emergence of Jim Crow laws and the era of segregation were a dark chapter
in American history. These laws institutionalized racial discrimination and oppression, denying
African Americans their basic rights and perpetuating racial inequality. However, the tireless efforts
of civil rights activists and legal victories eventually led to the dismantling of segregation and the

advancement of equal rights for all.
Exercise: In a well-structured essay, answer one of the followings:

e What incentives did France have for entering the war on the American side?
e What factors caused the British to fail in what should have been an easy campaign to

subdue the American rebels
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Chapter Five: The Creation of the US Government
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Introduction

Government is a system or a group of individuals that have the authority to make and enforce
rules, laws, and regulations to govern a society or a nation. It plays a crucial role in maintaining
order, providing public services, and protecting the rights and welfare of its citizens. The
importance of government in society cannot be overstated. Therefore, the followings are some key

grounds why government is essential

One of the primary functions of government is to establish and enforce laws that maintain peace
and order in society. Without a governing body, there would be chaos and anarchy, making it

difficult for individuals and communities to live harmoniously.

Governments are responsible for safeguarding the rights and liberties of citizens. This includes
protecting freedom of speech, religion, and assembly, as well as ensuring equal treatment and
opportunities for all individuals. Through the legal system, governments provide a framework for

justice and fairness.

Government agencies are responsible for providing essential public services that improve the
quality of life for citizens. These services include education, healthcare, transportation,
infrastructure development, and social welfare programs. By allocating resources and implementing

policies, governments aim to enhance the well-being of their citizens.

Governments play a vital role in regulating the economy to ensure fair competition, consumer
protection, and overall economic stability. They enact policies and laws that promote a healthy

business environment, encourage innovation, and regulate industries to prevent exploitation.
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Governments are entrusted with the responsibility of protecting the nation from external threats
and maintaining national security. This includes maintaining armed forces, diplomacy, intelligence

agencies, and border control to safeguard the sovereignty of the nation.

Government institutions promote social cohesion by fostering a sense of national identity,
inclusivity, and unity among diverse populations. They encourage civic engagement, uphold

democratic values, and provide platforms for citizens to participate in decision-making processes.

Governments represent their nations on the international stage, engaging in diplomacy,
negotiations, and cooperation with other countries. They establish treaties, participate in

international organizations, and work towards global peace, security, and development.

In conclusion, government is a fundamental pillar of society, responsible for maintaining law
and order, protecting rights and liberties, providing public services, regulating the economy,
ensuring national defense, fostering social cohesion, and representing the nation internationally. Its
importance lies in its ability to create a framework that allows individuals to live together

peacefully, prosper, and achieve collective goals.

Course Description:
The Creation of the US Government course explores the historical and political context of the
establishment of the United States government, including the founding documents and the

principles that shaped the nation's governance.

Course Objectives:

1. Understand the historical events leading to the creation of the US government.
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. Analyze the key founding documents and their impact on the structure of the US

government.

Evaluate the principles and ideologies that influenced the development of the US

government.

108



I. The article of confederation

1. Overview of the Articles of Confederation

The Articles of Confederation, ratified in 1781, served as the first governing document of the
United States. This document was a product of the American Revolution and provided a framework
for the newly independent states to unite and establish a central government. However, it soon
became apparent that the Articles had several limitations and ultimately led to the creation of the

United States Constitution.

The Articles of Confederation established a confederal system, where the power resided
primarily with the individual states. The central government, known as the Congress of the
Confederation, consisted of one legislative body with each state having one vote. This meant that
states with larger populations had the same level of representation as smaller states. The Congress

had the authority to declare war, conduct foreign affairs, and establish a postal system.

Under the Articles, the central government had limited powers. It did not have the power to
tax, regulate trade, or enforce its laws. The Congress could request funds from the states, but it had
no means to compel them to contribute. This lack of revenue severely hampered the ability of the
central government to function effectively. Additionally, the absence of a national court system

made it difficult to resolve disputes between states.

The Articles of Confederation also lacked a strong executive branch. There was no president
or chief executive to enforce the laws or carry out the decisions of the Congress. This lack of
leadership and central authority weakened the ability of the government to effectively govern the

country.
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One of the major challenges faced by the central government was the inability to regulate
commerce. Each state had its own trade policies and tariffs, leading to economic disputes and
barriers to interstate trade. The absence of a unified trade policy hindered economic growth and

cooperation among the states.

Furthermore, the Articles required unanimous consent from all thirteen states to amend the
document. This made it extremely difficult to make any changes or address the evolving needs of
the nation. The lack of a clear mechanism for amending the Articles highlighted the need for a more

flexible and adaptable governing document.

The weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation became increasingly evident, and a movement
for a stronger central government gained momentum. This ultimately led to the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, where the United States Constitution was drafted to replace the Articles. The
Constitution provided for a stronger central government with separate branches, a system of checks

and balances, and the power to tax and regulate trade.

In conclusion, the Articles of Confederation served as the first governing document of the
United States but had significant limitations. Its confederal structure, lack of central authority, and
inability to regulate commerce proved to be major challenges. The shortcomings of the Articles
highlighted the need for a more effective and adaptable system of government, leading to the

drafting of the United States Constitution.

2. Explanation of the Weaknesses and Limitations of the Articles

The Articles of Confederation, adopted in 1781, served as the first constitution of the United

States. While they provided a framework for the newly formed nation, they also had several
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weaknesses and limitations that ultimately led to their replacement by the Constitution in 1789. In

this part, we will explore the major weaknesses and limitations of the Articles of Confederation.

Under the Articles, the central government had very limited powers. It lacked the authority to
enforce laws, regulate commerce, or collect taxes. This weakness rendered the government unable

to address national issues effectively and resulted in a lack of unity among the states.

The Articles did not establish an executive branch to enforce laws and carry out the day-to-day
functions of the government. This absence of a chief executive weakened the ability of the

government to respond swiftly to crises and maintain law and order.

Similarly, the Articles did not establish a federal judicial system. This meant that there was no
unified interpretation and enforcement of laws across the states. Disputes between states and
individuals often went unresolved or were left to the individual states to handle, leading to

inconsistencies and potential injustices.

One of the most significant weaknesses of the Articles was the inability of the central
government to levy taxes. While it could request funds from the states, it had no power to enforce
tax collection. This lack of revenue severely limited the government's ability to fund essential

programs, pay off debts, and maintain a functioning military.

The Articles did not provide for a national currency. Each state was allowed to issue its own
currency, leading to a lack of uniformity and stability in the monetary system. This hindered

interstate trade and made it difficult to conduct business across state lines.

111



The central government had no power to regulate commerce between the states or with foreign
nations. This resulted in trade disputes and barriers that hindered economic growth and cooperation

among the states.

Amending the Articles of Confederation required the unanimous consent of all thirteen states.
This proved to be a cumbersome and nearly impossible process. As a result, necessary reforms and
changes were often blocked, preventing the government from adapting to the evolving needs of the

nation.

The Articles created a loose alliance of independent states rather than a strong unified nation.
Each state retained significant sovereignty, leading to conflicts of interest and a lack of cohesive
decision-making. This weakened the ability of the central government to act in the best interest of

the nation as a whole.

In conclusion, while the Articles of Confederation provided a starting point for the United
States' government, their weaknesses and limitations ultimately proved unsustainable. The lack of
a strong central government, inability to enforce laws and collect taxes, and absence of an executive
and judicial branch highlighted the need for a more effective and unified system of governance.
These weaknesses led to the creation of the Constitution, which established a stronger federal

government capable of addressing the challenges facing the nation.

3. Examples of the Problems Faced Under the Articles
The Articles of Confederation, the first constitution of the United States, served as the governing
document during the early years of the nation's existence. However, this system of government

faced several significant problems that ultimately led to its downfall. In this research text, we will
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explore two major issues encountered under the Articles: the lack of a central authority and the

inability to levy taxes.

One of the primary challenges of the Articles of Confederation was the absence of a strong
central authority. Under this system, the national government had limited power and lacked the
ability to enforce laws or regulate interstate commerce effectively. The Articles established a weak

central government, which resulted in a lack of unity and coordination among the states.

Without a central authority, the states had the freedom to operate independently, leading to
conflicts and disputes. The national government had no authority to resolve these conflicts, which
often resulted in inefficiency and chaos. The absence of a central authority also hindered the ability
to make decisions quickly and effectively, as there was no central body to coordinate and enforce

these decisions.

Another critical problem faced under the Articles was the inability of the national government
to levy taxes. The Articles granted the central government the power to request funds from the
states, but it had no authority to enforce these requests. As a result, the national government

struggled to generate sufficient revenue to fund its operations and meet its financial obligations.

Without the ability to levy taxes, the national government relied heavily on voluntary
contributions from the states. However, this system proved to be ineffective, as many states either
refused to contribute or provided inadequate financial support. The lack of a reliable source of
revenue severely limited the government's ability to maintain a standing army, repay war debts, and

carry out essential functions.

The combination of a weak central authority and the inability to levy taxes created significant

challenges for the government under the Articles of Confederation. These problems highlighted the
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need for a stronger central government and ultimately led to the Constitutional Convention and the

drafting of the United States Constitution.

In conclusion, the lack of a central authority and the inability to levy taxes were two key
problems faced under the Articles of Confederation. These issues hindered the effectiveness of the

national government and highlighted the need for a more robust system of governance.

Il.  The Constitutional Convention

In the early years of the United States, the Articles of Confederation served as the first
constitution. However, it soon became evident that the Articles had significant limitations,
particularly in regards to the central government. This led to the realization that a stronger central

government was necessary to address the challenges faced by the young nation.

1. Background

One of the key issues with the Articles of Confederation was the lack of a strong executive
branch. Under this system, there was no president or executive authority to enforce laws and ensure
the smooth functioning of the government. This created a power vacuum and hindered effective
decision-making at the national level. As a result, the central government lacked the authority and

means to effectively govern and protect the interests of the country as a whole.

Another major concern was the limited powers granted to the central government. The Articles
of Confederation provided the central government with only a few enumerated powers, such as the
ability to declare war and make treaties. However, it lacked the power to levy taxes, regulate
commerce, or enforce laws. This weakened the central government's ability to address economic
issues, maintain a stable currency, and promote trade among the states. It also hindered the ability
to address interstate disputes and ensure the uniform application of laws across the nation.

114



The absence of a strong central government also posed challenges in terms of national defense
and security. Without the power to raise and maintain a standing army, the central government
relied heavily on the state militias for defense. This decentralized approach made it difficult to
coordinate military efforts and respond swiftly to external threats. Additionally, the lack of a unified
foreign policy and the inability to negotiate treaties effectively undermined the country's standing

in the international community.

Furthermore, the Articles of Confederation lacked a system of checks and balances to prevent
abuses of power. With no independent judiciary, there was no effective mechanism to interpret and
enforce laws, resolve disputes, or protect individual rights. This absence of a robust system of

governance made it challenging to ensure fairness, justice, and the rule of law.

These shortcomings of the Articles of Confederation became increasingly evident as the young
nation faced economic instability, internal conflicts, and diplomatic challenges. The need for a
stronger central government became apparent, prompting the drafting of the United States
Constitution. The Constitution aimed to address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation
by establishing a stronger central government with separate branches, a system of checks and

balances, and expanded powers to address the needs of the nation.

In conclusion, the need for a stronger central government emerged from the limitations and
challenges posed by the Articles of Confederation. The absence of executive authority, limited
powers, lack of national defense capabilities, and the absence of checks and balances highlighted
the necessity for a more robust system of governance. The United States Constitution was drafted
to address these concerns and provide a foundation for a stronger central government that could

effectively govern and protect the interests of the nation.
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2. Overview of the Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia in 1787

The Constitutional Convention, held in Philadelphia in 1787, was a pivotal event in the history
of the United States. It brought together delegates from the thirteen original states to address the
flaws and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation, the governing document of the newly
formed nation. This convention resulted in the drafting of the United States Constitution, which

continues to serve as the foundation of the American government today.

Prior to the Constitutional Convention, the United States was governed by the Articles of
Confederation, which were adopted in 1781. However, it soon became evident that the Articles of
Confederation were ineffective in providing a strong and unified national government. The central
government lacked the power to enforce laws, regulate commerce, or levy taxes, leading to issues

with national defense, economic stability, and interstate disputes.

The primary goal of the Constitutional Convention was to create a new framework for the
United States government that would address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation. The
delegates sought to create a balance between a strong central government and the preservation of
state sovereignty. They aimed to establish a system that would promote the general welfare, protect

individual rights, and ensure the stability and longevity of the young nation.

Fifty-five delegates from twelve states (Rhode Island did not send representatives) attended the
Constitutional Convention. These delegates were prominent figures in American politics, including
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas
Jefferson (although Jefferson did not attend due to his role as ambassador to France). The delegates
were chosen by their respective states to represent their interests and contribute to the formation of

a new constitution.
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3. The Great Compromises

During the Convention, various debates and compromises shaped the final document that
became the United States Constitution. One of the key debates centered around the balance of power
between the states and the central government. The Virginia Plan, proposed by James Madison,
called for a strong central government with representation based on population. In contrast, the New

Jersey Plan, proposed by William Paterson, advocated for equal representation for all states.

The Connecticut Compromise, also known as the Great Compromise, emerged as a solution to
this debate. It proposed a bicameral legislature, with the House of Representatives based on
population and the Senate providing equal representation for each state. This compromise struck a
balance between the interests of large and small states and became a fundamental feature of the

United States government.

Another significant debate revolved around the issue of slavery. The Three-Fifths Compromise
was reached, counting enslaved individuals as three-fifths of a person for the purposes of
representation and taxation. This compromise reflected the deep divide between the northern and

southern states on the issue of slavery and would have lasting implications for the nation's history.

After months of deliberation, the Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787. However, its
adoption was not immediate. The Constitution had to be ratified by at least nine of the thirteen states
to go into effect. This process involved intense debates and the eventual inclusion of the Bill of
Rights, which guaranteed certain individual liberties. The Constitution was ultimately ratified in

1788 and became the supreme law of the land.

The Constitutional Convention and the resulting Constitution laid the foundation for the

American system of government. It established a framework for the separation of powers, the
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protection of individual rights, and the promotion of the common good. Over the years, the
Constitution has been amended and interpreted to adapt to the changing needs and challenges of
the nation. It remains a living document that continues to shape the United States and its democratic

principles.

In conclusion, the Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia in 1787 was a crucial event
in American history. It brought together delegates from the thirteen original states to address the
weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation and create a new framework for the United States
government. Through debates, compromises, and the drafting of the Constitution, the delegates laid
the groundwork for the nation's democratic principles and established a system of government that

endures to this day.

Il.  The Structure and Key Components of the US Constitution

The Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land. It serves as the foundation
for the government and outlines the rights and responsibilities of its citizens. This research text will
explore the structure and key components of the Constitution, providing a comprehensive

understanding of this important document.

1. Preamble

The Constitution begins with the Preamble, which states the purpose and goals of the
government. It highlights the ideals of justice, tranquility, defense, and the promotion of the general

welfare.

2. Articles
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The Constitution is divided into seven articles, each addressing different aspects of the

government.

Article I: Legislative Branch. This article establishes the Congress, consisting of the Senate and

the House of Representatives. It outlines their powers, qualifications, and responsibilities.

Article 11: Executive Branch. This article establishes the presidency and defines the powers and
duties of the President. It also outlines the process of electing the President and the qualifications

for holding this office.

Article 111: Judicial Branch. This article establishes the Supreme Court and other federal courts.

It outlines the authority and jurisdiction of the judiciary and guarantees the right to trial by jury.

Article 1V: States' Rights. This article addresses the relationship between the states and the
federal government. It ensures that each state is entitled to certain privileges and establishes the

process for admitting new states to the Union.

Article V: Amendment Process. This article outlines the process of amending the Constitution.
It requires a two-thirds majority vote in both houses of Congress or a national convention called by
two-thirds of the states to propose amendments. Amendments must then be ratified by three-fourths
of the states.

Article VI: Supremacy Clause. This article establishes the Constitution as the supreme law of

the land. It also requires all federal and state officials to take an oath to support the Constitution.

Article VII: Ratification. This article outlines the process for ratifying the Constitution. It

required the approval of nine out of thirteen states for the Constitution to take effect.

3. Amendments
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The Constitution has been amended 27 times since its ratification. The first ten amendments,
known as the Bill of Rights, protect individual rights such as freedom of speech, religion, and the
right to bear arms. Other amendments address issues such as voting rights, prohibition, and the

abolition of slavery.

4. The Bill of Rights

The Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments to the Constitution, guarantees individual liberties
and limits the power of the government. These rights include freedom of speech, religion, press,

assembly, and the right to a fair trial.

5. Judicial Review

Although not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, the power of judicial review is a crucial
component. It allows the Supreme Court to interpret the Constitution and declare laws or

government actions unconstitutional.

In conclusion, the Constitution of the United States is a meticulously structured document that
outlines the framework of the government and safeguards the rights of its citizens. Understanding

its key components is essential for any student of American government and history.

6. The Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances

The separation of powers and checks and balances are fundamental principles in the
governance of democratic societies. These concepts ensure that no single branch of government
becomes too powerful and that each branch can effectively limit the powers of the others. In this
research text, we will explore the origins, purpose, and functioning of the separation of powers and

checks and balances.
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The roots of the separation of powers and checks and balances can be traced back to ancient
civilizations, such as ancient Greece and Rome. However, the modern understanding of these
concepts emerged during the Age of Enlightenment in the 18th century. Influential thinkers like

John Locke, Baron de Montesquieu, and James Madison played crucial roles in shaping these ideas.

The separation of powers aims to prevent the concentration of power in a single authority or
branch of government. It ensures that power is distributed among different branches, typically the
legislative, executive, and judicial branches. Each branch has its distinct responsibilities and

functions, which act as a check on the others.

The legislative branch is responsible for making laws. In most democratic countries, this branch
consists of a parliament or a congress. Its primary role is to draft, debate, and pass laws that reflect
the needs and aspirations of the people. The legislative branch also has the power to oversee the

actions of the executive branch and hold it accountable.

The executive branch is headed by the president or prime minister and is responsible for
implementing and enforcing laws. This branch carries out the day-to-day administration of the
government and has the authority to make decisions, issue executive orders, and manage the

bureaucracy. It is subject to oversight by the legislative branch and judicial review by the judiciary.

The judicial branch is responsible for interpreting laws and ensuring their constitutionality. It
consists of courts and judges who impartially resolve disputes and apply the law to specific cases.
The judiciary acts as a check on the other branches by reviewing the constitutionality of their actions

and ensuring they adhere to the principles of justice and fairness.

Checks and Balances Between the Branches
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Checks and balances refer to the mechanisms that allow each branch of government to limit the
powers of the other branches. These mechanisms help maintain a system of accountability and

prevent the abuse of power. Examples of checks and balances include:

e The legislative branch can check the executive branch by approving or rejecting the
president's appointments, vetoing bills, and conducting investigations.

e The executive branch can check the legislative branch by vetoing bills, proposing
legislation, and implementing policies.

e The judicial branch can check the actions of the other branches by declaring laws or

executive actions unconstitutional.

The separation of powers and checks and balances are crucial for safeguarding democracy,
protecting individual rights, and preventing the rise of authoritarianism. By dispersing power and
ensuring accountability, these principles promote a system of government that is fair, just, and

responsive to the needs of the people.

In conclusion, the separation of powers and checks and balances are essential components of
democratic governance. These principles help prevent the abuse of power, maintain accountability,
and protect the rights and freedoms of citizens. Understanding and upholding these principles is

vital for the functioning of a healthy democracy.

Exercise: Discuss the why did the Anti-Federalists object so strongly to the Preamble to

the Constitution? And What has it taken to remedy the Constitution’s omissions?
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Conclusion



The American Revolution was a complex and multifaceted event, and this chapter provides a
concise overview of its lasting significance. For a more in-depth analysis, additional resources and
further study are recommended. The American Revolution stands as a testament to the power of a
united people striving for freedom and self-governance. Its significance extends far beyond the

boundaries of the 18th century, shaping the course of American.

The westward expansion was a defining period in American history that shaped the nation's
identity and territorial boundaries. It was driven by the concept of Manifest Destiny and fueled by
a desire for adventure, economic opportunities, and more land. While it brought about significant

growth and development, it also had profound consequences for Native American populations.

The Civil War was a significant and transformative event in American history. It took place
from 1861 to 1865 and was fought between the Northern states, known as the Union, and the
Southern states, known as the Confederacy. The war erupted due to deep-rooted disagreements over
issues such as slavery, states' rights, and the balance of power between the federal government and

the individual states.

The legacy of the Civil War is still felt today. It remains one of the most important events in
American history and continues to shape the nation's identity. The war brought an end to slavery

but also left deep scars and divisions that would take many years to heal.

The American Reconstruction refers to the period of time following the American Civil War
when the United States attempted to rebuild and reunite the country. It took place between 1865

and 1877 and aimed to address the social, economic, and political consequences of the war.
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During the Reconstruction era, several significant events and policies were implemented to
bring about the desired changes. One of the most notable was the passage of the Thirteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution in 1865, which abolished slavery throughout the

nation.

Other key legislation included the Civil Rights Act of 1866, which granted citizenship and
equal rights to all individuals born in the United States, regardless of race or color. Additionally,
the Fourteenth Amendment, ratified in 1868, provided equal protection under the law for all citizens

and extended the right to due process.

The Reconstruction period also saw the establishment of the Freedmen's Bureau, an agency
created to assist formerly enslaved individuals in their transition to freedom. The bureau provided

educational opportunities, medical care, and employment assistance to those in need.

Despite these efforts, the Reconstruction era faced numerous challenges and ultimately fell
short of achieving its goals. The assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in 1865 resulted in a

shift in leadership and a less sympathetic approach towards the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Furthermore, the emergence of white supremacist groups, such as the Ku Klux Klan, posed a
significant threat to the progress made during Reconstruction. These groups aimed to undermine
the rights and freedoms of African Americans through intimidation, violence, and voter

suppression.

The end of Reconstruction came with the Compromise of 1877, which marked the withdrawal
of federal troops from the South and effectively ended the federal government's commitment to
protecting the rights of African Americans. This led to a resurgence of segregation and

discrimination in the Southern states, known as the Jim Crow era.
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The American Reconstruction was a critical period in the nation's history, marked by efforts
to rebuild the country and address the aftermath of the Civil War. Although progress was made in
terms of legislative changes and the establishment of institutions to support freed slaves, the era

ultimately fell short of achieving true equality and justice.

The American Constitution is the fundamental law of the United States. It was created through
a series of conventions and compromises by the Founding Fathers during the late 18th century. This
document established the framework for the government and outlined the rights and liberties of the

American people.

The process of creating the American Constitution began after the American Revolutionary
War, when the thirteen colonies declared their independence from Great Britain. The Articles of
Confederation, the first governing document of the newly formed United States, proved to be
ineffective in governing the nation. As a result, a convention was called in 1787 to draft a new

constitution.

Delegates from twelve of the thirteen states gathered in Philadelphia for the Constitutional
Convention. The delegates included prominent figures such as George Washington, James
Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton. Their goal was to create a stronger central

government while preserving the rights of individual states.

The process of drafting the constitution was not without challenges. There were debates and
disagreements on various issues, including the balance of power between the federal government
and the states, the representation of states in Congress, and the issue of slavery. Compromises were

made to address these concerns and ensure the ratification of the constitution.
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One of the most significant compromises was the Great Compromise, which resolved the issue
of representation in Congress. It established a bicameral legislature, with the House of
Representatives based on population and the Senate giving equal representation to each state. This

compromise struck a balance between the interests of larger and smaller states.

Another important compromise was the Three-Fifths Compromise, which addressed the issue
of slavery. It determined that slaves would be counted as three-fifths of a person for the purpose of
representation and taxation. This compromise appeased both Northern and Southern states and

allowed for the ratification of the constitution.

After months of deliberation and compromise, the final draft of the constitution was signed on
September 17, 1787. However, the document still needed to be ratified by at least nine of the thirteen
states to become the law of the land. This process involved intense debates and the drafting of the

Bill of Rights, which guaranteed individual rights and freedoms.

By 1788, the required number of states had ratified the constitution, and it went into effect.
The creation of the American Constitution laid the foundation for the democratic system of
government that still exists today. It has been amended multiple times over the years to adapt to the

changing needs of the nation, but its core principles and values remain intact.

In conclusion, the creation of the American Constitution was a complex and challenging
process that involved compromises and debates. It established a framework for the government and
protected the rights and liberties of the American people. The constitution continues to be a

cornerstone of American democracy and serves as a model for democratic nations around the world.

127



Bibliography

128



Works Cited
Department of Education and Exhibits. Abraham Lincoln's Crossroads: Lincoln: The Constitution
and the

Civil War.2006.1.6, print.
Freund, Heather. A War for Freedom: Slavery and the Emancipation Proclamation.
Oshkosh Scholar.1(2006):115-128.Print.

Nash, Gary B. The Unknown American Revolution: The Unruly Birth of American Democracy
and the

Struggle to Create America. New York: Viking, 2005.
Galbraith, J.K. The Penguin History of The United States of America. New York:
Penguin Group m.1985.Print.

Geer, Connie. Fighting Words : Causes of the American Civil War. Digital Academy.

Jacobus, Ten Brock. Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States:
Consummation to Abolishment Key to the Fourteenth Amendment .California:
California Low Review,39. 1961.

Kolchin, Peter. American Slavery. New york: Harper Collins,1 993 .Print.

Ladenburg, Thomas. Why Do People Fight?:The causes of the Civil War. Digital History.1974.

Long, James T. Gettysburg: How the Battle Was Fought? .Washington: Librarian of
Congress,1890.Print.

Murray, Jennifer M .The Civil War Begins: Opening clash1861.Washington: Center of Military
History

United States Army",2012.Print.

Patrick Henry quoted in Morison, Commager and Leuchtenburg, A Concise History of the
American Republic, vol. 1 to 1877. (New York: Oxford University Press,1977), 78.

Resolutions of [the Second Continental] Congress on Lord North’s Conciliatory Proposal. Yale
University,

Avalon Project, http://www.avalon.law.yale.edu.

Second Continental Congress. Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms. Modern History
Sourcebook, ed.

Paul Halsall. www.fordham.edu/halsall.

129


http://www.avalon.law.yale.edu/
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall

Ward, Harry M. The War for Independence and the Transformation of American Society.
London: UCL

Press, 1999.

130



	Works Cited

