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Abstract :

This study aims to explore how the “LGBT community” is supported
through the mental images presented in the “YouTube Kids” content, as well as
through the connotations of the symbols and colors used, and the hidden ideas
behind that. The main question of this study was: How Support for the LGBT
community's image is demonstrated through the content provided through
YouTube Kids?

The semiological approach was relied upon in this study, specifically using
the Roland Barthes approach. The semiological analysis network was also
relied upon as a research tool represented in the formal study, the interpretive
study, in addition to the linguistic study. The study was applied to a group of
videos within the YouTube Kids platform that were chosen intentionally. As a
sample for research, its size reached 10 items.

The study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which are:
that the contents of YouTube Kids came to reflect a mental image of the LGBT
community, showing that it is a society characterized by tolerance and respect
and that the people belonging to it are characterized by unparalleled good-
heartedness, and it also calls for spreading love and peace among all races and
cultures without prejudice. That is, racism. On the other hand, it turns out that
the connotations of the colors used in these contents are related to concepts
related to calm, comfort, and relaxation, and reflect the concepts of love and
tenderness, in addition to symbolizing freedom, and conveying a sense of
strength and self-confidence, as well as suggesting welcome, Moreover, some of
them symbolize various flags belonging to the LGBT community, whether
directly, such as the hexagonal or eight colors of the rainbow, or indirectly when
related to clothing and the colors of characters, while the symbols have turned
out to have historical and political significance, expressing values and identities.
A certain cultural, symbolizing peace and harmony among peoples, While the
contents of YouTube Kids came to achieve intellectual and implicit dimensions
represented by the exploitation of heroic and famous fictional cartoon
characters, and real and successful characters known and unknown to children in
passing on the ideas and beliefs of the LGBT community, as an attempt to
introduce them to the idea that only the successful, the heroic, and the
distinguished belong to this community. In addition to seeking to show people
who do not belong to the LGBT community as evil and disrespectful people
who wish to spread hatred and malice and do not accept difference or
coexistence, the implications also showed that the LGBT community and the
phenomenon of homosexuality are a natural, non-abnormal phenomenon that
aims for sexual diversity, while the Using the most popular games loved by
children to promote the LGBT community and its ideas through educational
content.

Keywords: YouTube Kids- support- the LGBT community- mental image -semiological
analysis.
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