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Abstract in

This dissertation examines the historical and cultural role of the city
of Mahdia during the medieval period, highlighting its significance as
one of the most prominent urban centers founded by the Fatimid's in the
Maghreb. The study begins with an analysis of the emergence of the
Fatimid state and the circumstances surrounding the foundation of
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Mahdia by ‘Ubayd Allah al-Mahdi, emphasizing the political, military,
and economic motivations behind its establishment.

It also addresses the city’s historical role, particularly its strategic
position in the Fatimid expansions and its complex relations with
regional powers such as the Umayyads in al-Andalus and the Byzantines
in the Mediterranean. Mahdia served as a political hub for diplomatic
agreements and external policies, consolidating the Fatimid's’ influence
across the region.

On the cultural level, Mahdia played a vital role in economic life
through agriculture, crafts, and trade, notably shipbuilding, textile
production, and maritime exchanges. The city also witnessed a
flourishing intellectual and artistic life, with significant educational
institutions, advancements in religious and scientific knowledge, as well
as distinctive achievements in architecture and decorative arts.
Moreover, its social customs and traditions reflected a unique cultural
identity.

The study concludes that Mahdia was not only a political capital of
the Fatimid's but also a comprehensive cultural center that significantly
shaped the Islamic civilization of the Maghreb during the medieval era.
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