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Abstract:

During the Zayanid State era, Tlemcen emerged as a major Islamic city in the Maghreb due to
its strategic location connecting the coast, interior, east, and west. Over time, it came under the rule
of several dynasties including the Idrisids, Almoravids, and Almohads. After the fall of the Almohad

state, it became the capital of the Zayanid dynasty.

Despite political instability with neighboring regions, the city experienced significant economic
prosperity, especially in agriculture and traditional crafts, which boosted trade. Its location at a key
crossroads enhanced its commercial role. Culturally, Tlemcen saw a renaissance in science, educa-
tion, and architecture, supported by Zayanid rulers who built mosques, schools, and other structures,

like the still-standing Mashwar Palace.

The city’s population was known for its rich cultural diversity and strong sense of identity,
which contributed to Tlemcen's unique character and its standing as a leading Islamic center of the

time.

Keywords: Tlemcen, Zayanid State, the middle Maghreb, Yaghmorassen, Hammu mussa 11



